Mines Regulation Bill.

before the word *“service” showed, on '
the face of it, whai the meaning was. I '
have a perfect recollection that there wus
no postponement of the clause.

Tae PRESIDENT: In reply to the
hon. member (Mr. Matheson), I am in-
formed by the Clerk that the Minutes are
correct, and that Clauses 13 to 17 were
agreed to. This House is ruled by these
Minutes, and not by Hansard. Mistakes
are made by Hansard. If this mistake
has occurred in the official reports of
Hansard, the reporter will have to explain
to me why it occurred.

ADJOURNMERNT.
. The House adjourned at 940 p.m. till
the next day.

Pegislative RAssemblp,
Wednesday, 8th December, 1897,

Agricultural Burean: Report of Select Committee—
Question : Survey and Construction of Goowmalling
Railway—Question: Druinage of Harvey Agricul-
tural Area—Question : Delay in Drainnge nf}Inn-%y
Agricultural Area—Question : Departmental Diffi-
culties re Dminage of Agricultural Aren—Question :
Railway Workshops af Midland Junetion, and
Coolgnrdie Water Scheme Reservoir—Question -
Turther Exemptious on Collie Conlfield—{Questiaon :
Resignation of Agent Genernl—Dotion: Drainage of
Harvey Agricultural Aren — Motion: Opening of
Perth Museum on Sundays—Motion: Additional
Water Supply [or Perth—Motion: Ineursion of
Rabbits frem South Australin—~Stock Disenses Act
Amendment Bill : second reading : Bill referred to
Select Committee—Noxious Weeds Rill: second
reading—Early Closing Bill : in committee—Bills of
Snile Bill : second reading— Divorce Act Amendment
and Extension Bill: secord reading (moved)—
Dentists Act Amendment Bill : Discharge of Order
— Local Courts Ervidence Bill: second reading
(moved)—Tegal Practitioners Act Amendment Bill:
gecond reading {negatived)—Registration of Firms
Bill: second reading—Adjournmnent,

Tee SPEAKER took the Chairat 430
o'clock p.m.
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AGRICULTURAL  BUREAU—REPORT
OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mgr. Simrsox, Chairman of Select
Committee, brought up the committee’s
report on the advisability of placing the
Agricultural Bureau under the control of
a Minister of the Crown.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed, and the consideration of the
report made an order for the next sitting.

QUESTION—SURVEY AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF GOOMALLING RAILWAY.
M=r. QUINLAN, in accordance with

notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail-
ways: 1. Whether the survey of the
Goomalling Railway had been completed ?
2. Whether it wag true that the Govern-
ment had thrown open a large area of
agricultural land for selection in view of
the early construction of the said railway,
and that a considerable amount of selec-
tion had taken place in counsequence in
that locality ? 3. Whether it was the in-
tention of the Government to construct
the line at an early date?

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piessc) replied: 1.
The survey has been completed, and plans
are in conrse of preparation. z. I am
informed that the Lands Department has
laid out agricultural areas, and that they
are open for selection. The survey of
this Jine did not necessarily imply that
the Government would be able to im-
mediately proceed with its construction.
3. The matter will be placed before Par-
lisnent as soon as funds cun be allocated
from Consolidated Revenue for the work.

QUESTION—DRAINAGE OF HARVEY
AGRICULTURAL AREA.

Mz. GEORGE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Conunissioner of Crown
Lands: 1. Whether temporary relief
would be given to the settlers in the
Harvey Agricultural Ares by means of
drainage works to be initiated during
the month of December, 18977 2. If
not, why not? 3. If not, whether he was
prepared to refund to the settlers the
money paid by them for the land and also
all expenditure up to date on lands bought
from the department? In asking the
question in this form, which had been
altered from the origmal form of the
question, he disclaimed any intentional

. discourtesy to the Commissioner of Crown
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Lands; and he thanked Mr. Speaker for
having altered the question to the proper
form m which it should he put betore the
House.

Tar COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. . Throssetl) replied:
Yes; the Government intend to curry out
some temporary dramage works on the
Harvey Agricultural Avea, and an officer
of the Works Department and an officer
of the Lands Department are at the
present time on the ground obtaining
necessary information on the subject.

QUESTION—DELAY IN DRAINAGE OF
HARVEY AGRICULTURAL AREA.

Mr. GEORGE, in accordance with
notice, asked the DIirector of Public
Works, Whether he would explain the
action of his department in reference to
the delay in the drainage of the Harvey
Agricultural Area ?

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied:
Delay in draining the agricultural area
has occurred, owing to the necessity that
exists for obtaining statutory powers to
enter upon the lands. The Lands Depart-
ment having promised to afford early relief
to the settlers, the Giovernment have des-
patched officers to the district to ascertain
whether some temporary measure of relief
cannot be afforded at once.

QUESTION —DEPARTMENTAL DIFFI-
CULTIES RE DRAINAGE OF HARVEY
AGRICULTURAL AREA.

Me. GEORGE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier whether he
wag aware that the action with reference
to drainage matters between the Lands
and the Public Works Departinents was
materially injuring the prospects of per-
manent settlement in the Harvey Agri-
cultural Area, and impeding the progress
of the farmers in that district.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied that he was not aware
that such was the case.

QUESTION -- RAILWAY WORKSHOPS
AT MIDLAND JUNCTION, AND COOQOL.
GARDIE WATER SCHEME RESER-
VOIR.

Me. ILLINGWORTH, for Mr. Ewing,
in accordance with notice, asked the
Director of Public Works: 1. When he
intended to proceed with the erection of
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worlishops and ether railway buildings at
Midland Junction ? z. At what date was
the Helena Vulley reservoir in connee-
tion with the Coolgardie water scheme
likely to be commenced ?

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied :—
1. The erection of the workshops and
other railway buildings has already ULeen
commenced. 2. The survey and plans
for the Helena Valley Reservoir have
already been completed, and the depart-
nent is in a position to proceed with the
work as soon as instructions have been
received from the hon. the Premier.

QUESTION—FURTHER EXEMPTIONS
ON COLLIE COALFIELD.

How. H. W. VENN, in accordance with
notice, agsked the Premier, Whether any
further exemptions would be granted to
leaseholders m the Collie coalfields ?

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. SirJ.
Forrest) replied: I have been informed
by the Minister of Mines that it is im-
possible to say until the application is
made in accordance with the Act, and
dealt with on its merits, but the desirve of
the Grovernment iz that every lease should
be fully worked.

QUESTION—RESIGNATION OF AGENT
GENERAL.,

Mgr. SIMPSON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier, Whether it
was & fact that Sir Maleolm Fraser had
resigned his position as Agent General
for the coleny, and whether the Govern-
ment was in a position to give the House
any information with regard to the re-
organisation of the agency ?

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied: 1. 8ir Maleolm Fraser
has desired to be relieved of the position
of Agent General in April next. 2. I am
uot aware of the reorgamisation that is
referred to.

MOTION—DRAINAGE OF HARVEY
AGRICULTURAL AREA.

Mr. GEORGE, in accordance
notice, moved :

That there be laid upon the table of the
House the whole of the papersin connection
with the drainage of the Harvey Agricultural
Areq.

He said he intended to deal briefly with
the motion. The reason why it was

with
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desirable that the whole of the papers
should be laid on the table was ——

Tae Premier: They would be good
reading.

Mr. GEORGE: He had not had an
opportunity of reading the papers. It
was only right that the House should
bhe able to judge as to the rights or
wrongs of the various representations
made throughout the press as to the
Harvey agricultural aren. Some few
months ago it was his privilege, in
conjunction with Mr. McGoughey and
the member for Geraldton (Mr. Simpson),
to approach the Director of Public Works
in reference to this drainage 10atter; but
that gentleman referred the deputation
to the Commissioner of Crown Lands.
The deputation was met Ly the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands with that
courtesy for which the hon. member was
distinguished, and with a Dbusiness-like
gpirit which inight with advantage be
copied by other departments. The Com-
missioner of Crown Lands recognised the
arguments placed before him, and
promised to see that temporary relief was
granted to the settlers during the present
month. He (Mr. George) did not sup-
pose that any member of the House
would have doubted for a moment that
the promise given by the Commissioner
of Crown Lands would have heen carried
out. Some little friction had arisen
between the Lands Department and the
Works Department. He did not say the
friction had arisen through want of
friendly feeling or jealousy, but one
department might not like the inter-
ference of another department. He
wanted to see the whole of the papers
connected with this matter, and not & file
that had been culled or prepared. If hon.
members saw the whole of the papers, we
should he better able to form some
judgment on the subject. The area of
land affegted by the drainage scheme was
estimated at 20,000 or 30,000 acres, most
of which was suitable for growing potatoes
and other things required in this colony.
If we had the papers we should he able to
decide whether it was necessary to take
further action,

Mr. SIMPSON (Geraldton) seconded
the motion. This was a question which he
had taken much interest in, being the
owner of some property in the neighhour-
hood in question. The scheme had been
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dangled before the public and the settlers
of the district by the Commissioner of
Crown Lands for the past six years, to
his certain knowledge, and he did net
think that the scheme was any further
ahead than it was seven years ago.
There had been innumerable surveys
and estimates. He understood there was
some friction in connection with the dual
control of this work. The Lands Depart-
ment gave authority for the work to be
done, but the Works Department had to
carry the work out. Not much advan-
tage would be gained by having the
papers laid on the table of the House,
for the answer given by the Comnmisioner
of Crown Lands that evening was to the
effect that officers hud now been sent .out
to mitiate the scheme. He had no hesi-
tation in saying that if the department
acecomplished this work they would carry
out a public benefit, and the settlers would
be enabled to work the land and turn it
to a profitable account.

Tre COMMISSTIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell) said he
would like to make it o condition that the
hon. member would read the papers when
they were laid on the table. If the
Government decided to comply with the
request of the settlers and drained
the area, it was estimated 1o cost £9,000,
as hon. members would find when they
read the papers through. Could the
Government spend that large sum of
money without sowme return to the State ?
The matter of carrying out this scheme
was now under consideration. Mean-
while, as he had already explained in
answer to the question put to him, the
Government had not lost sight of this
matter, and officers were now making a
start with the temporary scheme which
was to be carried out by the Works
Department. The Government intended
to give some temporary relief by straight-
ening the creeks, and they hoped later
on to be able to do something more. He
assured the hon. member who had moved
this motion, that the department was
fully alive to the importance of the work.
He promised to lay the papers on the
table, and he repeated the request that
the hon. member would read them.

Hox. H W. VENN (Wellington) : If
the member for the Murray had been
satisfied with the replies given by the
Commissioner of Crown Lands in answer
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to the questions, the House would not
have received the piece of information
which had just been given to hon. mem-
bers, and which placed the whole matter
m a different light. Tt oceurred to him
that the temporary relief which was to be
afforded by the department in straighten-
ing out seme of the ereeks would he little
or no relief at all. That was not thesort
of relief that the settlers wanted. What

was wanted was that the water should be

drained right away into the sea. If the
temporary relief which the Commissioner
spoke of was the straightening of the
creeks, it would be far better to leave the
whole thing alone, until the complete
system of drainage could be carried out.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): With
regard to the guestion of delay mentioned
by the member for Geraldton, the hon.
member would reccllect there was no
money available to carry out the work
seven years ago. He belheved that
in 1891 this gquestion was raised,
and it had been hanging up ever since.
When the Government went into the
matter, several proposals were made,
and the most recent one was made
by the engineer for water supply for
towns, Mr. Hodgson. That officer made
a complete report on the drainage, which
he estimated would cost £9,000, which
was equal to £1 per acre for the land to
be drained. The question was whether
the Government would be justified n
expending £1 per acre in draining the
land, and would the land be improved to
such a degree that 1t would be increased
in value to that amount? The Govern-
ment would have to adopt some system
of assessment. He had pointed out to
the late Commissioner of Lands (Mr.
Richardsen) that the Government had no
statutory power to enter on the land, and
before anything could be doue it would
be necessary to introduce a Bill to the
House granting this power to enter on
the land, also to strike a rate to assess the
people.  Ii this work was to be carried
out for a section of the people, and the
public had to pay for it, difficnlties
would crop up throughout the country.
Every section of people would be asking
for something to be done for them. Hon.
members could see the difficulty in which
the Government would be placed. The
hon. member for Wellington had dealt
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most carefully with the question long
heforehe (the Director of Works) assumed
office. Then the late Conunissioner of
Crown Lands took the matter up, and it
had been hanging on from time to time.
He had thought that they could arrive
at some definite conclusion when Mr.
Hodgson’s report was brought forward;
but the Government had no power to
carry out the work, and, unless the
people gave their consent, it would be
impossible to go on with the work. Some
objected to the scheme, and others were
willing to give the land and to allow the
drains to pass through their land; but
unless the Government had some statutory
power to enter on the land, he could not
see how the scheme could be carried out.
Some remarks had been made as to
friction between the departments. No
friction whatever had occurred between
the Tands and Works Departments.
Some delay was caused through the
necessity of obtaining information which
was required before they could possibly
proceed with the work at all. Some
temporary relief was now proposed to be
carried out, and that was pending.
Officers had been sent up to inguire
whether the starting of this temporary
work would afford some relief. His
opinion was that the only proper scheme
was that proposed by Mr. Hodgson. Tt
was a complete scheme for the drainage
of the whole of the area, and that was
the only way in which relief conld be
afforded. The Commissioner of Crown
Lands, in promising to lay the papers on
the table, did not mention that the Works
department was interested in these returns;
and, if it could be done, he would ask
that the Government be allowed to take
the file of papers off the table of the
Honse as soon as hon. members had done
with it.

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : Although this was considered
by some persons to be a pressing matter,
the people in the Harvey Agricultural
Area had not approached him on the sub-
ject. This question of drainage was
surrounded with difficulties, some of
There
must, firstly, be legislution to authorise
the work. Secondly, if the Commissioner
of Crown Lands were to drain these
brooks without the prior assent of the
persons interested, there might soon be
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claims for compensation, and perhaps
actions at law for alleged injury resulting
from the drainage on particular portions
of the land leing meore than the parties
desired.
not be time to legislate in the present
sesston, yet preparation could be made
with a view to legislating in the next
session ; and every person interested in

While regretting there would

the Harvey area, as well as some who

might be affected by the drainage beyond
that area, might be agked to sign a docu-
meut agreeing to indemnify the Govern-
ment for any action to be tuken in drain-
ing the area. Probably some persons on
that area did not want their land drained,
while others suffered from too much water

"

in winter; and how were these conflicting -

requirements to be reconciled 7

Mr. Grorge: That was a matter
for the (fovernment officers to arrange.

Tre PREMIER : But there must be
compulsory powers given by an Aci, and
those persons whose land was to he
draingd should contribute towards the
expense of the drainage. - A few persons
might have taken up land in expectation
that the Government would provide
drainage; and of course in the summer
tinie the Harvey Agricultural Area looked
very suitable for cultivation. The whole
of the coast land between Drake’'s Brook
and the Harvey River needed draining
into that river; but the cost would be
considerable, and whether the outlay
would be repaid by the result was a
question. Something sheuld bLe done.
temporarily, by obtaining the consent of
those interested, because if the work were
undertaken without this consent being
first obtained, there might be a sorry tale
to tell afterwards about actions com-
menced in the lawcourts for compensation.
The Government were in sympathy with
the hon. member (Mr. George), in his

desire to have that district drained and °

settled ;
the uext session, bring in a Bill giving
the necessary powers for undertaking the
work ; and the persons who would be
benefited by it should be required to pay
some little contribution towards it.

Mr. GEORGE (in reply): The Pre-
niier had not been present when a depu-
tation of the settlers waited on a Minister.
Those men had been induced to take up

and the Government must, in .

this land by representations made by the

Tands Departmeni. In the summer

[8 DecexpER, 1897.] Opening Musenm, Sunday. 915

time, as had been said, the land looked
beautiful ; but in winter, those whu were
purtial to aquatic pastimes could have
as much water as they required. There
need be no fear of legal actions against
the Government; for if the Government
would send an ofticer possessing ordinary
common sense, the people in the district
would help in a rezsonable way. Hebad
been astonished to hear the Premier, who
professed to be o champion of the far-
mers, speak of farmers in the Harvey
district as if they were likely to sue the
Government for daurages in such a case.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—OPEXNING OF PERTH MUSEUM
ON SUNDAYS.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany), in accordance
with notice, moved—

"L'hat, in the opinion of this House, it would
be in the best interests of the public fo open
the Munseam in Perth on Sundays, during such
hours as the committee of management may
determine.

He said : This matter was suggested to
me the other day; and, as it struck me
as being practical and useful, T thought
I would test the feeling of the House,
I submit it with confidence, and hope
members will support it, so that the public
of Perth may have the full benefit of
one of the fuw advantages they possess——
an interesting Muoseum. If opened on
Sunday, we hope it will be a resort of
persons who are unable to wvisit it on
week days, who will go there for the
purpose of instrueting themselves, and
perhaps others at the same time. I am
certain that the hon. member for West
Perth (Mr. Wood) wounld he found there
on a Sunday morning or afternoon with
his sons and daughters. T hope that no
member will take the trivial objection to
this motion that it is a desecration of the
Sabbath. I shall not anticipate such an
argument; but if any member intends to
intreduce it, I shall be glad to deal with
that aspect of the question in my reply
The more we encourage the attendance of
the public at these places, the more likeli
hood is there of their developing into
good and useful instifutions; and the
more people see of them, the more ready
will they be to contribute to the exhibits.
Many people on the goldfields pick up
interesting little specimens which, though

, of no particular value to themselves, may
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be interesting in the Museum. I do not
anticipate any objection from the Govern-
ment to this sugpestion. The only reason
they could have for objecting to it would be
on the score of expense, for there would
have to be a little extra labour employed.
But even in that regard I think the com-
peusating advantages would be very great.
I would not like to think that extra work
would be entailed on the staff of the
Museumn by opening the institutien on
Sundays; at any rate, each member of
the staff should have his weekly day of
rest, whether it be Sunday or some other
day. This motion has not been intro-
duced without the knowledge of the com-
mittee of management. It is merely
suggested that the instibution should be
opened on Sundays, and the motion does
not presume to dictate to the committee
daring what hours the rooms shall remain
open, That iz a question of detail, to be
settled by them. When I tell the House
that the committee approve of this
motion, T hope we will empower the com-
mittee to do that which they consider to
be in the best interests of the public.

Mr. HUBBLE (the Gascoyune): I
have much pleasure in seconding the
motion, feeling quite certain that large
numbers of working men are unuble to
visit this institution during the week who
would be glad to do so on Sunday. In
passing this motion we shall he following
the example of many of the other colonies,
where the Zoological and Botanical Gar-
dens are visited by large crowds of people
every Sunday.

Me. SIMPSON (Geraldton): I take
this opportunity of congratulating the
committee on their desire to use this in-
stitution for the benefit of the people. I
do not think members of this House take
much advantage of it; but I visit it oc-
casionally, and think itis a credit to such
a small community as this, and exercises a
very valnable influence throughout the
country. I have no doubt the committee
will consider the convenience of the
public in fixing the hours of opening, and
will at the same time deal fairly with the
staff. I do not think there will be any
opposition to the proposal. I commend
it to the House; and am glad to have an
opportunity of speaking favourably of the
institution.

Me. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die) : In rising to support the motion, T
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may he permitted to indorse the con-
gratulations of the member for Geraldton
{Mr. Simpson) on the condition of this
institution at the present time. I would
like, however, to mention that, whether
owing to lack of funds or to some other
cause, insufficient care is taken of the
mineral section, to which the contribu-
tions are almost entirely voluntary. Gen-
tlemen are appointed to collect specimens
in zoology and natural history on behalf
of the Government, and I think someone
should also be appointed to collect minerals.
At the present time I think there are not
more than one or two samples of any of
the telluride ores, which are such an im-
portant feature in our gold-bearing strata.
Voluntary contributors to the mineral
and other sections of the Museum should
be allowed to send their parcels through
the post office free of charge. The great
difficulty lies in sending these things to
Perth. I have been a contributor to the
Museum, and would have contributed far
more largely than I have done, but for
the difficulties placed in the way of send-
ing the material to the curator.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—ADDITIONAT, WATER SUPPLY
FOR PERTH.

Mr. WOOD (West Perth), in accord-
auce with notice, moved :

That, in the opinion of this House, the
Government should take immediate and urgent
steps to provide a temporary extra supply of
water for the city of Perth.

He said: Obe reason why I think the
Government should undertake this work
is that the Waterworks Board are directly
responsible to the Government and to this
House, otherwise we should not have had
their report before us. When I read that
report, dated 2nd November, it cansed me
a considerable amount of alarm, seeing
that it states that the water supply of
Perth is likely to run out during the
coming summer. The experience of last
summer was a very dreadful experience
indeed to many people in the North and
West Wards of thecity; and, seeing that
this beard, or whoever was responsible,
had not sufficient foresight to guard
against a water famine last year, I think
it is time this House took the matter in
hand, and made some very forcible sug-
gestions indeed. I do not want to make
an indirect attack on the Metropolitan
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Waterworks TBoard, but to confine
myself to the subject of the motion. We
are asking the Government to give an
extra temporary water supply to the city
of Perth. According to the report of the
Waterworks Board, we shall be some
half-a-million gallons per day short of the
normal supply in the reservoir for this
suminer.

Tre Premier: You could get 50,000
gullons out of the bore.

Mg. WOOD: This report says the bore
water is not satisfactory; and I think
that is putting it in a very mild way.
Those who know anything about it would
go further, and say that it is unfit for
huinan consumption. It is all very well
when it first comes out of the ground;
but, if you allow it to stand for a day or
two, it is absolutely unfit to drink. T
take it that this matter is not merely
a local question, though it may seem
to be so at the first glance; but
the water supply of Perth is a
national matter which affects the well-
being of the whole eolony, because every
man in the country must be represented
in Perth at certain times during the year.
For that reason only, I trust the House
will favourably consider the motion.
The board proposes to erect a new reser-
voir during next year. But the swnmer
will be over before this work 1s started,
for it cannot be commenced before the
next session of Parliament; and little less
than eighteen months must elapse before
it can be fairly under way. Then it
will cost about £200,000. But what are
we going to doin the mean time to supple-
ment the water supply 7 The bore water
we must use, I suppose, for the present;
but the Waterworks Board should at once
endeavour to strike the flow of water
which supplies Fremantle. This could
he tapped at Mount Eliza, and pumped
into the reservoir.

Tue PreEmier: The level
in the town than there.

Mz. WOOD: Yes; but this is not
artesian water. It could be struck
between here and Claremont, in any case.

is lower

The same flow which supplies Fremantle -

is tapped at Osborne. That supply is
practically inexhaustible. The question
raised about its running out has been
fairly met and disproved. From what I
can learn, a ecylinder could be put down
at Mount Eliza, and the water pumped
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into the reservoir. It is objected that
the water is very bard; butif it is hard,
it is at least pure. My object is to get a
temporary supply to carry us over the
summer, and the question of the reservoir
can be considered at a later date. T have
no douht the Director of Public Works
can tell us what is being done in this
matter, and perhaps I should have intro-
duced the subject by asking a question.
Still, the matter was of such great urgency
that I overlooked that. T maintain
that the people of Perth are entitled to a
full and plentiful supply of water. I do
not admit that the board or the Govern-
ment have an¥ right to shorten the supply.
We pay the full rate of 1s. in the £ on
our municipal rates, and what we pay for
we are enfitled to get.

A Meumger: You will not get it.

Me. WOOD: That is not my fauli.
We enter into a contract with the Water-
works Board when we pay our rate, and
they enter into a contract to supply us
with whut we pay them for. If they like
to reduce the rate in proportion to the
amount of water supplied, that is another
thing altogether. 'When we pay the full
rate, we are entitled to a full supply of
water.

Tee Premier: Could you get it from
the old company ¥

Mz. WOOD: That has nothing to do
with it. Had anyone taken action
againat the old company, T do not think
there would have heen much doubt about
the result. It is simply a contract. If
we do not pay our rate, the water is cut
off. If any man in this House enters
into a contract and does not carry it out,
he has to pay the penalty; and I do not
see why this board should not be under
the same liability to carry out its con-
tracts as is a private individual. Many
people in this city have gone to greab
expense in laying out gardens to nake
the place fit to live in; and, if these are
to be ruined in one summer, the progress
'of the city will be put back, I suppose,
| two or three years. It is not a fair thing;
g0 I think the board should make every
possible endeavour to give us that supply.
| Where they are to get it from is not so

much for me to say as for them. I
! see the estimated revenue of the Water-
i works Board is as follows:—At a rate of
| ls. in the £, the revenue for 1896-7 is
| £9,789; and for 1897-8, £11,746; but,
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from information which we all possess,
we know that the revenue of the board,
in view of the new city valuation, will be
£13,500, leaving some £18,000 more
available for 1897-8 than was estimated.
The ratable value of Perth has incrensed
considerably during last year—an excep-
tional year as regards building opera-
tions; so that the board will have a
revenue of nearly £14,000, as aguinst an
estimated revenue of £11,746.

Mr. GeoreE: They will strike another
rate.

Mr. WOOD: I know nothing about
that. I do not want to go into the gues-
tion of the Waterworks Board. I want
to get hon. members to urge the Govern-
ment to take immediate steps to see that
a plentiful water supply is provided for
the city of Perth.

Mr. GEORGE (the Mwrray): T have
much pleasure in supporting the motion,
and I think the mover has been very
moderate indeed in what he stated, and I
will try to follow in the same Lines. I
believe that 300,000 gallons per day is
taken out of the new bore. I say most
emphatically that the water out of the
new bore, and out of the bore at West
Perth, is not fit for human consumption,
I do not care what analysts say about it.

Mr. Simpsor: Analysts stated that
the water in the reservoir was not fit for
human consumption.

Mr. GEORGE : I have taken samples
from the West Perth bore, and I have
tested the water in a most simple way.
I got a clean vessel and placed the water
m it and stood it for five hours in the
sun, and the water has become putrid and
stinking—so putrid that horses would not
touch it. I am told that tea made from
the hore water is enough to make a man
throw up his inmortal soul, if that is
possible. T do not think that the Chair-
man of the Waterworks Board would
contend that the water was fit for human
consumption ; yet water from this bore
is being pumped inte the mains leading
into the city, and is being mixed with
the water from the reservoir at the rate
of 300,000 gallons per day. 'This is a
matter for inquiry, and should be looked
into. As to the new reservoir which it
was stated in the press the board in-
tended building somewhere in the Can-
ning, I may say—I have had some
experience in reference to these water-
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works—that the present catchment avea,
if properly attended to, is quite suf-
ficient for the necessities of Perth and
Fremantle, and all the suburbs between
those places. The present source is being
delivered from the No. 1 brake pressure
tank, and there is quite suflicient pressure
for all that isrequired in Perth. I know
it is the opinion of engineers who were
employed by the Waterworks Company
that a retaining wall might be built lower
down the gully, which would save mil-
lions and millions of gallons of water
which now run to waste.

Tre PremIEr: 1 hear that no water
ran to waste this year.

Mr. GEORGE: I cannot contradict
every assertion made by the Premier ; but
during my experience as manager of the
‘Waterworks, millions and millions of
gallons of water have run to waste thut
might have been saved. During the last
winter a large quantity of water could
have been saved by placing a retaining
wall lower down the valley; and, if a
retaining wall is placed across it, mil-
lions and wmillions of gallons of water
can be impounded. There is another
valley on the left of the present catch-
ment, reservoir, where there is another
stream1 of water, which delivers large
quantities every year. It is favourably
situated, in the opinion of engineers, for
filling the reservoir. If that 1s not so,
how is it that the Waterworks Board
have put down a 2lin. main to bring
down five million gallons of water, if they
have not the five million gallous of water
to bring down ? And if it is intended to
build a new reservoir, why did they curry
this 21in. main to the No. 1 brake pres-
sure tank ¥ If a new 12m. pipe of suffi-
cient strength had been laid down from
the No. 1 brake pressure tunk and to the
Canuning, where it is stated that it is in-
tended to build a new reservoir, the
pressure would have been sufficient to
deliver all the water that could be got out
of the reservoir in one day. If the board
have no intention of building another re-
taining wall, they are guilty of wasteful
and thoughtless expenditure in putfing
down pipes to carry such a large quan-
tity. I do not wish 1o carp against
this action of the board. T wish to sup-
port the hon. member for West Perth
in saying that the people are entitled
to a full domestic supply of water. There
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is not the slightest doubt that the people
are entitled to that I think, at the

|

present moment people are getting o full -

supply, and I do not think there is any
cause for anxiety during the present
summer ; but unless something is done
during the next few months with regard
to the future reservoir, there will be a
great cuuse for anxiety in the summers
two or three years hence. I do not think
there is any cause for anxiety for this or
next sununer, but I am sure that as to the
summer afterwards, unless the reservoir
spuce is augmented, there will be cause
for great anxiety. As far back as Febru-
ary, 1892, a veport was handed to the
Waterworks Company by myself, based
on reéports given to me by engineers and
on my own observations, and the prognos-
tications pul forth in that report have
been borne out by what has happened.
The reason why the company did not
put down larger mains was shortness of
money. The Government having under-
taken the water supply of Perth, the
responsibility rests on them to see that
the people bave a full supply of water.
The Government have no right to shirk
their responsibilities. I do not think the
Premier wants to shirk the responsibilities,
but it is for him, as the head of the Gov-
ernment, to make the necessary inguiries
and see that the people of Perth are re-
lieved from any anxiety as to their supply
of water. In regard to what the hou.
member for West Perth said about the
underground supply, I do not know suffi-
clent about that mafter to say more than
this, that there is an underground sup-
ply, but Mount Eliza is not the place
where the sinking should begin. I have
heard some remarks about this matter,
and I am told the course of the under-
vround supply runs through Leederville;
and, if that is so, Leederville is the place
where a cylinder should be put down. It

,
|

would be easier to raise water at Teeder-

ville, if it were struck, and there would be
no necessity to sink some hundreds of
feet more through Mount Ebiza when the
water could be obtained at a less depth.
T do not intend to say more, except to
impress these two points on the Premier,
that the hore water is inimical to the
health of Perth, and that it should
not e allowed to be mixed with the
reservoir water, as it contains the germs
of disease. Also, before the board decide

[8 DecemBer, 1897.] Water Supply for Perth. 919

on the reservoir at the Canning, it should
be satisfactorily delermined whether they
cannot get a supply of water nearer at
hand. The people of Perth have to con-
sider that if they pay a shilling in the
pound, the less cost in carrying out any
turther schemne might allow that shilling to
be reduced. If the water is brought from
a further distance than is necessary, there
will be no chance of reducing the shilling.

Tne PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : It is apparent to me, even at
this stage, that Parliament, in coming to
the rescue of the citizens of Perth, have
put a load on their backs that they will
not get rid of in & hwrry. 'We all know
the lustory of this matter. The citizens
of Perth made a bad bargain and came
to the Government for assistance, and
Government came to this House. The
Government had to pay the company
twice as much as the works were worth.
It was a useless concern; the only good
thing about it being the reservoir. The
pipes were small and Dad, and the
whole thing was a wretched Dargain.
Bui there was an agreement, and the
Government came to the rescue of the
people and paid twice as much as the
walerworks were worth, in the interests of
the citizens. We have appointed a board
under o statute, and that board has spent
£130,000, which we thought would be
sufficient for a long time to meet the
wants of the city. The Governmuent paid
£220,000 for the works, and they pro-
vided another £130,000 to improve these
works. The result is that the works
have heen improved, and the £130,000
has been spent; and the board now want
£250,000 more in order to build a new
reservoir at the Canning and make the
water supply perfect. There is one ad-
vantage in the new site, and that is that
there is a magnificent supply of water
there, which will provide all the wants of
Perth and Fremantle and the suburbs
between, and far more, which caunot be
said of the supply mentioned by the hon.
member for the Murray. I am quite in
accord with that hon. gentleman that we
should cut our coat according to our
cloth, It would be much better to make
another dam, some kind of temporary
provision, and to carry out the perma-
nenf works later on.

Mr. Georée: You could build a
retaining wall for £50,000.
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Tae PREMIER: I was informed by
the chairman of the Waterworks Board
that there was a difficulty in filling the
reservoir this year, and that may happen
again. This is one of the worst years we
have had. This further expense the
Government will have to consider. It
goes somewhat against the grain, because
I never expected the Government would
have to find more money for some time
to come yet. T do not think my friend,
the hon. member for West Perth, whom
I respect, ought to have taken such a
high stand in this matter in saying that
the people were entitled to this full
supply of water, and that the bhoard
should give it to the people and the
Government should look after it. The
hon. member for West Perth should
remember that we came into the breach
to lelp the citizens; and when one
man does a good turn to another, he
does not want to be kicked along faster
than he desires to go. There are other
towns in the colony far worse off than
Perth is for a water supply : there are all
the places ou the goldfields. The people
of Perth can get water within a short dis-
tance, but there are large towns with large
populations, like Kalgoorlie, which have
no water supply. It is true we have
something in view to help them, but that
cannot be carried out for some time. The
citizens of Perth, T am sure, will be
reasonable in regard to this matter, and
not he too hard on those who are trying
to help them. For my part, I think we
shall have to deal with the matter in the
only practical way, and bring in a Bill
authonsing the board to borrow a further
sum of money. I have heard some re-
marks around the House as to this hoard.
I have been away so much this year that
I am not prepared to say anything about
the work dome DLy this board, knowing
nothing that is not to their credit. The
members seem to have used their energy
in spending money; at any rate they
spent all they had, and I do not think
any board could have done more than
that in the time. The proposal of
the hon. members for West Perth and
the Murray seem to be good, and we
have an abundant supply of water
about Leederville. There is a drain in
Monger’s Lake in this direction. I can-
not say whether the supply from there is
excellent. The hore water does not seem
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to make good tea, but it appears to me
to be good water. I have been down to
the hore several times, and T always take
a good drink of it: I do not find any-
thing very injurious in it. Peoplealways
drink from springs when they see them:
we know they are fresh, and there is no
hesitation in drinking the water. [ am
inclined to lelieve there is nothing in-
jurious in the water from these bores,
although, if it is boiled, the water is not
of such a good colour as the water we are
accustomed to see. I am quite willing to
go with the board in increasing the tem-
porary supply. There can be very little
trouble in putting down a cylinder and
erecting a pump over it. Therefore there
can be no anxiety about the supply for
Perth, but this will he only a temporary
matter. Now that we have put our
shoulders to the wheel, we must complete
the work, and the only way to do that is
to find more money.

Mz. InuiveworrH: That cannot be
done this year.

Tag PREMIER : The water willnot be
ready for this summer, but the chairman
of the board says there need be no
anxiety about this summer, but that this
temporary supply will be ready for next
summer. I am glad to have heard this
matter discussed, and I will give it atten-
tion. I have no objection to the motion
that hag been moved.

Mr. QUINLAN (Toodyay): I regret
the necessity which lhas caused this
motion to be brought forward, but I can
indorse alimyst every word which has been
sald inregard to the feeling at present
existing in Perth as to the anxiety about
a sufficient supply of water during the
present summer, as well as the danger in
case of fire. Last summer there was con-
siderable danger when fires took place,
and we know that above the ground level,
during a counsiderable term of last
vear, it was impossible to obtuin
water. I know that in two and three-
storey houses people were for two-thirds
of the day unable to get any water what-
ever; and the people who occupy these
two and three-storey houses pay the rate,
and are justly entitled to some value for
the money. The references which have
been made by the hon. member for
the Murray, who is qualified to speak
on the subject, inasmuch as he was
connected with the waterworks from
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their commencement, are worthy of some
attention, There is a great danger
attending the site of the catchment area,
which is surrounded by timber mills, and
unless these mills are removed, sooner or
later it will be impossible to obtain a
supply of pure water. The Director of
Pubic Works tells me that some diversion
has been made to avoid the risk; but I
know that the City Council obtained an
analysis of this water, and it was reported
as containing the pgerms of typhoid.
This may not be quite as dangerous as it
appears on the surface, but there is
danger if the water coming in from that
sowrce is used. Anything that can be
done to give Perth a full and pure supply
of water will be appreciated, not by
the citizens of Perth only, but by the
volonists who have to frequent the city
from time 1o time. The board in itself
has not given satisfaction. So far as the
gentlemen composing it are personally
concerned, I have the highest admiration
for them, especially for the chairinan,
who is a very estimable gentleman, and I
think that the Government did wisely in
their choice of a chairman. As the board
is at present constituted, the municipali-
ties, which have to collect the money from
the ratepayers, are not directly repre-
sented on it. The mayor we know is a
member of the board, and he has had to
admit that he is unable to obtain the
information sought by the ratepayers.
‘When some measure is introduced to ex-
fend the borrowing powers of this hoard,
I hope the Government will bear in mind

f mem —m= - w

the municipalities, and the desire of the .
citizens to be represented in a better !
manner than they are at the present time.

The mayor was authorised by his council
to obtain some information from the
board, and the only answer he could give

to the council was that he applied to the

hoard for the information, but could not
obtain it. I desire to compliment the
hon. member for West Perth in drawing
attention to such an importunt matter.
Mr. OLDHAM (North Perth): I
desire to express my saftisfaction ut the
course taken by the hon. member for
West Perth in drawing the atfention of
this House to the very serious considera-
tions in regard to the water supply. The
gravity of the situation demands the
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that there is no necessity for alarm in the
city during the ensuing swmaer, I am of
a different opinion, and I think there is
a great necessity for alarm in reference
to the searcity of water that the citizens
will have to put up with during the
summer. I would like to say one or two
words about the board. They are called
the BMMetropolitan Waterworks Board,
and they govern the water supply of
the city and suburbs. The board have
spent £130,000 in a manner which
I @ not think has heen judicious; |
at any rute they have spent u portion
of the money in laying down large mains,
when they kunew very well—or ought to
have known well enough—that, by the
adoption of Munday’s brook, they would
Lave had sufficient water to carry through
their mains. There was never more
water in the reservoir than could
have been brought down to Perth through
the 12-inch mains, and I do not think the
hoard will have more water to carry down
this sununer than the 12-inch pipes would
have carried. I do not think they have
carried any more water down than was
the case last summer.

Mr. GEoraoE: Yes; they have.

Mr. OLDHAM : Well, I am only in-
formed, and I draw attention to this. I
do not thiuk there was any necessity for
laying the 21-inch main throughout the
whole distance. There is a yorge beyond
the present reservoir, from which a suffi-
cient supply of water for the city of Perth
and suburbs could he drawn, and this
work could be carried out at a much
smaller cost than it is intended to expend
in establishing a new reservoir on the
Canning River. The board are the most
“silver tailed” crowd ever brought into
existence,

THE PREMIER:
mean ?

Me. GLDBAM: They have built a
new office and got a staff of men, while
the member for the Murray was able to

What does that

" do all the work—quite as much work as

immediate attention of those who are

responsible.

Although it has been stated

is done to-day—in a tent and an office
6 feet by dfeet. I do not object toa sul-
stantial office and proper officials being
employed ; but, at a time like the present,
such 18 not mecessary; in fact, I think
it is absolutely crimioal to erect large
offices just now for the purpose of
finding accommodation for the officials.
With regard to the representation on the
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board, I should like to point out that this
board is responsible to no one. If the
hoard is fulfilling the obligations which are
supposed to rest upon it, and remembering
that it is a board for the metropolitan
district, surely not only the city
itself iz entitled to greater vepresentation
than the one member it has ab present on
the board, but also if the suburbs of the
city are to be supplied with water, it will
be necessary and right that they also
should have representation on the board,
. as  they will be interested in the
expenditure. It has to be admitted that,
as far as the City Council are concerned,
they have not been able to get the slightest
information from the hoard during the
period of the last mayoralty, and I do
not know whether they will be able to get
any during the term of the present mayor ;
but I hope they will. Speaking as a
nmember of the City Council, and repre-
senting a ward which suffered more than
any other from a scanty supply of water
during the last sunnuer, it must be ad-
ntitted that when we asked questions as to
what the board were doing and what they
intended to do for increasing the supply
of water, we could not get any informa-
tion. Twelve months have gone, and
they have spent £130,000, and I believe
that hefore this summer is over the water
supply in the ward T represent (North
Ward) will be as bad as it is in any other
part of the city.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—INCURSION OF RABBITS.

Mgr. CONOLLY, in accordance with
notice, moved :

That in the opinion of this House it is of
the utmost importance to the country that
immediate and rigorous steps be taken to stay
the invoad of rabbits along our Southern
coast.

He said: Any member of this House
who may have had doubts as to the
danger from the incursion of rabbits, on
the last occasion when this question came
before this House, will long since have
been convinced of the great danger that
threatens the colony, more especially with
reference to our agricultural and pastoral
industries. TLooking through the reports
of debates on this question in the last
session, I observe that the then Minister
of Crown Lands stated that the rabbits
had already encroached 100 miles within
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the colony’s boundary. That area of
conntry where they had euncreached is
probably the most barren portion between
Waest Auystralia and South Australia, and
now there is nothing between those
rabbits and the South-Western District.

Trr Premier: Isit worse country
along there ?

Mr. CONNQOLY: The other country
that the rabbits have passed over is dry,
barren, and sandy. That is the character
of the counfry about Eucla, and we know
there is difficulty in supplying horers there
with the necessary water. It is for this
House and the people of the country to
know and realise the great danger from this
continual encroachment of rabbits, having
regard to the immense losses which have
beeun suffered in the other colonies of Aus-
tralia from the same cause. We know it
has cost the farmers and pastoralists not
only hundreds of thousands, but millions
of money in frying to suppzess this ter-
rible scourge, for 1t is a scourge to the

pastoral and agricultural industries,
and will Dbe so in this colony as
it has Deen in other colonies. The

worst feature of the question is, that
all the efforts made by Governments
and individuals in other colonies have
failed in suppressing this terrible scourge,
which is continuing and growing there;
and the only thing that has kept the
ubbits in check has been wire fencing,
together with the occasional droughts.
Of cowrse the droughts will have their
effect on rabbits as well as on any other
living creatures; and in Queensland and
New South Wales, the occasional droughts
have materially assisted in thinning out
the rabbits; but while conferring some
henefit in that way, the droughts have
been a calamity to the pa.stom.l and agri-
cultural industries, so that there was
nothing gained by that means. I do not
know whether hon. members have seen in
the eastern colonies any district that has
been infested with rabbits; bul I have
seen in New South Wales, Queensland,
und in Vietoria great tracts of back
country and great paddocks so hurrowed
info by the rabbits that it has been dun-
gerous for a man to ride his horse over,
and especially dangerous to the rider, the
country being perforated with rabbit
burrows. Furthermore, rabbits together
with droughts have done more to cripple
and ruin those who embark in pastoral
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and agricultural industries in New South
Wales, than almost any other cause.
Indeed the rabbits come second only to
droughts in their devastating effects;
and it is very doubtful whether they are
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not worse than droughts to those who

have suffered from them.
to draw attention to the fact that every
year we postpone action with reference to
exterminating rabbits, means so much of
this conntry being cut off from the rest,
and practically handed over to rabbits.
At present they are encroaching at the
rate of at least 100 miles of country a
year, according to our present knowledge,
and I am not taking into consideration
the fact that a few days ago in one of
the newspapers it was stated that traces
of rabbits had been seen within twenty
miles of Northam. Tt is quite possible
this may be so, but T am going on what
we have proved in evidence.

Mz. Vosper: Probably
tinned rabbits.

Mr. CONOLLY : I do not know that;
but the indications as described in the
newspaper must have been made by some
creatures more lively than tinned rabbits.
By delauying thus, we are not saving the
country from any expense, because this
provision against the incursion of rablits
must be carried out; and not only will it
liave to be carried ouf, probably at a
greater cost in the future, but by delay
we shall lose se much more country
occupied by these devastating creatures.
The country around Eucla is not very
good, but that country improves as one
goes southward, and a little past Eyre's
sandpatch there are patches of exceedingly
good country.

Mgr. A. Formest: How mnany people
are living there ¥

Mr. CONOLLY : T do not know, but
there are squatters there. Steps should
immediately be taken for preventing the
encroachment of rabbits, for that means a,
loss both in territory and money. I see
on the Estimates that £1,000 is put down
for this work in the present year. Not
only is this amount absolutely inade-
quate for the work required, but it is also
out of proportion to the great danger
incurred by allowing this encroachment of
rabbits to go on. I helieve the danger
has been very much under-estimated in
the past; because probably it has been
thought that the danger was so far away,

they were

I would like °
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it was not necessary for people to trouble
their minds aboui it; bul the danger is
increasing so rapidly, and the rabhits are
coming on so fast, that I think any
further delay would be very serious. I
hope the Government will not desl
with this motion as they did with
the resolution which was carried last
year, to the effeet that active steps
should be taken for the prevention
of the encroachment of rabbits; for, al-
though that was passed, we see that
nothing lus been done to check the
encrouchinent, and we see also that for
this year a very small sum is on the Esti-
mates for this purpose. I do hope the
Governmnent will take more active steps,
and will show wmore energy in averting
this danger.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell}: The hon.
member has called attention, through
this motion, to the necessity of taking
action for preventing the invasion of
rabbits. I want to assure the hon. mem-
ber, and others, that the Government
have been fully aware of the danger for
some time past; and although it may he
a question whether rabbits are such »
source of danger to Western Australia as
they have been in the eastern colonies,
still we feel that no risk must be run
in  dealing with this danger. Steps
have been taken to place in the
hands of the Stock Department the whole
worl of dealing with rabbit iuvasion;
and hon. members will be glad to hear
that an active and intelligent officer has
been obtaining information on the spot,
to ascertain the nature and exient of the
rabbit invasion.  Ag soon as that infor-
mation is obtained, and we expect to
receive it within a few days, we shall take
active steps to do whatever is necessary,
and to undertake fencing if that Le found
desirable. It would, however, hbe unwise
to get excited over this matter, and rush
into needless expense, until we have
authentic information to guide us in the
matter. I may say we have kept our-
selves in touch with persons who are
resident on the spol, and well acquainted
with that country; and when we receive
the information which has been obtained
from persons well acquainted with the
local conditions, we shall be in a position
to act vigorously. An officer has been
ordered to await the information which
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we expect to receive within a few days,
and then he is to act with all the vigour
that may be necessary for coping with
the ditficulty. I canassure hon. members
that every possible step will he taken, not
ouly te ascertain fully the danger we
run, but we are also prepared to act
vigorously at the right time when
we have the necessary informagion. Tt
has been a wmoot point of late as to
what steps should be taken. Some time
ago certain hon. members ridiculed the
idea of the Government going to the
expense of fencing, and advocated the use
of poison and infection of what is called
chicken cholera. I mayv say that I have
taken a great deal of trouble to get the
latest information on this subject, not
from one colony only, but from all ; and
I would point out ihat the late Queens-
land Convention, after hearing all the
evidence brought before it, came to the
conclusion that fencing is indispensable,
aud that there was mo evidence that
chicken cholera would act in the
way some persons alleged it would.
In some instances, indeed, it had
proved a source of danger. We
have full information up to date on
all the different methods proposed—
chicken cholera, the employment of
natives, poisoning, also the purchasing of
skins and not the scalps only, to ensure
the destruction of rabbits. We were even
told that wild cats—I am not referring to
Coolgardie " wild cats”—were valuable
for this purpose. I want to assure hon.
members that no efforts shall be wanting,
firstly to prove the existence of the danger,
and then to exterminate the pest as soon
as possible. T believe that in the Chief
Inspector of Stock we have a man who
will do his very best in this direction.
He has already conferred honour upon
himself by exterminating the scab; and I
believe this new departure will give ample
scope for his energy.

Me. HASSELL (Plantagenet): I am
glad the Government have realised the
seriousness of the position. X have drawn
the attention of Parliament to it on several
occastons, having onge mnoved the adjourn-
ment of the House to do so. T still think
the Government have suflicient proof of
the existence of rabbits in the colony to
warrant them in at once attempting to put
a stop, as best they can, to the incursion
of these animals. The House should vote
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sufficient money at once. One thousand
pounds will do no good at all. The only
practicable step would be to erect fences
where requived; and £1,000 would go
but a little way in that direction. I am
glad to hear what the Commissioner
of Crown Lands has said, and I hope
the end to be gained will justify the
means.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mar-
chison} : I am pleased to hear the state-
ment of the Commissioner of Crown
Tands. I only rise to say that the
weighty words which he has uttered—
which, of course, will be recorded in
Hynsard—will be remembered against
the Government in times to come.  Per-
sonally, I desire to throw wupon the
Government the responsibility of acting
on the statements which have been made
in this House to-night. I am certain
that a very grave and serious difficulty
ig before us, and that unless we eope with
it at once, every year's delay will mean
an inevitable increase of the cost of so
doing, in perhaps a tenfold ratic. Had
the Government taken the advice tendered
in this House two years ago, they could
have dealt with this matter at one-tenth
of the cost which must now be incurred.
Every day’s delay will add to the cost of
extirpating this pest. It is one of the
fiorcest scourges that has ever visited the
Australian colonies. In Victoria, I have
seen country which had been bringing in
an immense revenue to the State, abso-
lutely devastated by these animals, and
abandoned at the rate of a hundred thou-
sand acres at & time, no one being willing
to take it for nothing with the proviso
that the rabbits should be exterminaied.
Such tracts of land brought in no revenue,
and were a, constantly increasing scourge to
the people round about them. As has been
said by the Minister of Lands, there is
no evidence up to date of any effectual
means of stopping the incursion of
rabbits except by fencing. It was sug-
gested a few years aro in this House—I
think by the hon. member for Beverley
(Mr. Harper)—that fencing should be
begun at a particular point.  If this had
been done at that time, these rabbits
might have been stopped. But now the
difficulty of finding out where the rabbits
are is very great indeed ; and while you
are finding them out, they will be getling
into many other districts. Those of us
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who knew the late Sir William Clarke
knew that he was & man exceedingly
careful in the statements he made. He
had at Rupertswood one of the finest
squatting properties in Victoria ; and, in
his place in the House in Melbourne, I
heard him state that, after the introduc-
tion of rabbits on his estate—a few
couples only—in three years' time he
kalled 180,000 of them. We have noiden
in this colony of what the ravages of this
pest really are. As another instance of
them, I may mention Mr. Chirnside, also
of Victoria, who introduced rabbits on his
Werribee estate for the purposes of sport.
During the first year, he was inclined to
put in gaol any man who came along with
a gun; but in the second year, he mvited
his friends, and asked them to bring their
guns with them and to stay as long
us they could. The whole estate was de-
vastated ; and he had to spend about the
amount of the prime cost of it in endeav-
ouring to exterminate these vermin. If
you once get rabbits into some of the
Southern parts of this colony, you will
never get them out at all. The mischief
they deo is simply incaleulable; and the
only way of eradicating them is that
which was adopted in the Colac district
in Victoria — by establishing rabbit
factories, and offering a certain price for
the animals. There is a good deal in
what the Minister says in reference o
buying the skins. The skin is an article
of commeree, and tinned rabbit 15 another.
I judge that this House takes it for
granted that the Government are
geriously in earnest at last. They are
two or three years late; but they are
now in earnest. This House will hold
themn responsible for carrving out what I
take to be the promise of the Minis-
ter with regard to this question. In
reference to the cost, £1,000 15 a pure
farce. If there is no more than that sum
available, the Treasurer had better not pay
itatall, The thing must be done, whether
the money required be much or little.
Spend sufficient to drive back this pest.
If you are not prepared to do that, it is
no use spending a shilling. If itis going
to cost vou £10,000 to do it now, I warn
the House that it will cost £100,000 to
do it in twelve months' time. If you
feave it for ten years, it will cost you a
million of money to do what you can
accomplish to-day for £10,000. Per-
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sonally, I shall hold the promise of the
Minister of Lands us absolutely sacred.

Mg. CONQLLY (in reply) : In view of
the statement of the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, and the nssurance given
that adequate measures will be taken to
eradicate this evil, T have much pleasure
in withdrawing the motion.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : T must take
a very exceptional course, and ask that
the motion be put. I desire to have it
entered ou the proceedings of this House.

Motion put and passed.

At 630 pm. the Semawer left the
Chair.

At 7'30 p.m. the SPEARER resumed the
Chair.

PRECEDENCE OF BUSINESS.

Tue SPEAKER: According to Stand.-
ing Order 214, *“If all motions shall not
have been disposed of two hours after the
time fixed for the meeting of the House,
the debate thereon shall be adjowrned,
unless otherwise ordered, and the QOrders
of the Duy taken in rotation.” TUnless it
is otherwise ordered, we shall proceed
with the Orders of the Day.

Mr. VOSPER: I beg to move that
the motions be proceeded with. The next
wmotion stands in my name, and it has
been postponed twice alrendy, to meef
the convenience of the Government.

Tue Premier: Not at all to meet
the convenience of the Government. I
have not spoken to you about it.

Mr. VOSPER: If that is not the case,
T have been spoken to by other members.
At any rate, this motion has been held
over long enough, and I think the House
should consider it now.

Tue PrEyMter: How long will it take?

Mr. VOSPER : Not very long. Ishall
be very brietf.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather): With reference to
the motion, I may, perhaps, anticipate it
by stating that, at the present time, I am
engaged in drafting a Bill to place before
Parliament on the lines of the Act which
is now in existence in Queensland, as to
recognising trades unions.

Mr. VospER: A very bad law.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
that is what the hon. member is aiming
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statng, I may say the Crown Law
Department is drafting a Bill to that
effect.

Mr. VOSPER: In view of the remarks
of the Attorney General, and seeing that
an opportunity will be given to discuss
this matter when the Bill comes before
the House, I beg leave to withdraw the
notice of my motion, and move that the
order be discharged.

Notice discharged from the paper.

Orders of the Day were then proceeded
with.

STOCK DISEASES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

SECOND READING.

Hon. H. W. VENN (Wellington):
In moving the second reading of this
small Bili, I may say that, when the
Stock Diseases Act of 1895 was passed in
this House, it never occurred te hon.
members that the interpretation which
hag been given to the term “infected
stock” would be such that it would
include sheep suffering from tick. Tt
appears that the Stock Department have
framed regulations which bring in sheep
suffering from tick. It was never con-
templated that s regulation should be
framed which would include tick in
sheep. Hon. members know fromn recent
events that a very great deal of alarm has
been caused throughout the colony from
an actual disease called “ tick,” which has
infected Queensland cattle, and, I.under-
stand, is likely to do some damage to
stock in the northern portion of this
colony. Hon. members must understand
that the tick disease which infects cattle
is a different digease from that which is
called tick in sheep. The two are as
different as daylight from dark. It never
occurred to the framers of the Act of 1895
that a regulation would he framed by the
Government to include tick in sheep; bat
the department have now interpreted the
term “ infected stock ' to include tick in
sheep, and have issned a regulation which
is harassing to the owners of sheep; and
it has been thought necessary by those
interested in sheep that a proper definition
of the term “infected stock” should he
made. This Bill has been introduced
with that effect. There was no other
course open to those interested in sheep,
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masmuch as the department insist on
calling the tick in sheep o disease. I do
not want hon. members fo take my
word for that entirely. If a case was
taken hefore a court and argued before a
judge, I do not think the Stock Depart-
ment would have a leg to stand on if the
department called tick in sheep a disease.
It is no disease. One may just as well
call the insects which infect dogs, fleas
or the lice which can be found on fowls,
diseases.  These insects which have

1 infected sheep from time immemorial—I

think we can go back to ancient history
in regard to this matter —are lice. They
are called <fly lice,” the entomological
name being Melophagus ovinus. Right
through Great Britain, and in all cold
climates, and in the colder climates of
the Australian colonies, sheap are subject
to this small parasite, which is the “fly
louse.” The disease that infects cattle i1s
called Izodes bowis. The tick in cattle
does lead to a disease, whereas the tick in
sheep leads to no disease at all. I think
those interested in this subject would
be glad to see the regulation enforced,
if it was going to be of any benefit at all,
Tick in sheep are incidental to animal
life. If you kill them to-day, in a month
or two tick are in the sheep again. I
have been breeding sheep all my life, and
I take it as common a thing to find tick in
sheep as it is to find bair on my own head.
‘When stock owners find that their sheep
get more ticks than usual in them, and
these ticks begin to worry them, they dip
the sheep; but this only occurs when the
sheep are poor. As soon as the sheep
begin to pick up, the ticks fall off. If
any permanent good was to he derived by
the enforcement of this regulation framed
by the Stock Department, I feel sure that
those who are with me would be very
loth to move in the matter. There can
be no possible permanent benefit from
the regulation which the Stock Depart-
ment has framed. The tick in sheep
troubles no one any more than a dog
having fleas may trouble your neigh-
bour. Sheep with tick thrive, and if
vou clear them off the sheep to-day the
sheep will have them again in a very
short time, and so it goes on to the end
of the chapter. There should be no
harassing regulations to compel owners
of small or large flocks to dip their
sheep at the time of the year when they
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can least afford to do so. Compelling
sheep-owners to dip their sheep is nota
great hardship, but the hardship is this,
that the sheep, after being dipped, are
placed in quarantine. If an inspector
comes along and finds oneor two tacks on
sheep, he puts the sheep in guarantine, and
the owner iz unable to sell to the
butcher until such time as the sheep have
been dipped and have been passed by the
inspector as clean. Such a regulation
occasions very great loss to the squatter.
Without any such offensive regulation,
the squatters themselves, in climates where
sheep are infected with lice, dip their
sheep without being compelled to do so.
I do not say it is not a good thing to dip
sheep, but I say there is no sheep-breeder,
who knows anything about the breeding
of sheep, who will say that the ticks in
sheep do any particular harm, except those
who have not any experience with tick in
sheep in the humid climates. T have
known sheep-breeders in dry areas who
have never seen tick in sheep in their
lives. That class of breeder could have
no experience at all with regard to the
tick in sheep, and he might say the best
thing would be to get rid of the tick. It
is no use getting rid of the tick, inasmuch
us a month after the sheep have been
dipped they have the tick again. I saw
a most extraordinary paragraph in a
paper a little while ago, and to every
sheep-breeder it must have proved an
endless source of amusement, especially
to sheep-breeders in the other colonies. It
was stated that, al one of the shows, an
inspector found two ticks on one of the
pens of sheep, and he said that this was
the way in which this disease was carried
about from flock to flock. This is non-
sensical twaddle, to say that the disease is
thus carried about. A man may have
some handsome long-woolled sheep which
he is showing, which may have a “fly
louse ”” on them, but these sheep are not
going to spread a disease right through
a district which will injure the flocks. I
have little more to say, but 1 thought it
necessary, in moving the second reading
of this Bill, to explain to members the
exact features of the Bill.

Mr. MITCHELL (the Murchison): I
second the motion, and in doing so I will
say I do not guarantee to vote for or
against the Bill, not having seen a copy
of it.
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l Mr. HASSELT: (Plantagenet): 1 in-

tend to support the Bill, and I think this
amendment of the Act of 1895 is very
necessary. I have been a sheep-breeder
all my life, and have known ticks to be
in sheep all the time, but I have never
Imown ticks to do any harm to sheep.
When sheep get poor, the ticks are on
them, but then the ticks are not very
detrimental. A regulation of the kind
which has been framed by the Stock
Department is harassing to settlers, who
have enough to contend with in reference
to bad seasons and poor runs; and I
think that instead of the Government
harassing seftlers, they should try to
ussist them.

Mr. LOCKE (Sussex): I am not a
sheep-breeder, but for many vears I have
had some little experience with sheep, and
I have known this tick to exist in sheep,
down in the part of the country which I
represent, for the past 20 years; I can say
that with safety. I have never kmown
any ill effects ocenr to the sheep from the
tick, The regulation of the Stock De-
partment is most harassing to the
settlers in my district. I think the tick
iu sheep is more peculiar to the part of
the country which I represent than to the
Northern digtricts. When the Act of
1895 was passed, it was never intended
that the term *“infected stock” should
apply to tick in sheep. The sheep tick
and the cattle tick are two distinet things :
the cattle tick brings on  disease, but the
sheep tick is a louse. I have known
horses in low condition get ** lousy,” hut
as soon as the season advances and the
grass grows the borses pick up. So it is
with sheep; the lice go away as soon as
the sheep get into condlition. It is absurd
to quarantine a man's flock of sheep
becnuse the sheep have ticks. It is not
right to harass sheep-owners hecanse
the Inspector of Stock says tick in sheep
is a disease. I have never known of any
harm arising from the tick in sheep.
I will have an opportunity, later on, of
speaking about this, and so 1 will
be satisfied now with supporting the
Bill.

Hox. H. W. VENN: I should like,
with permission, to read a letter T had
intended to read, and which was sent
from the Secretary of the Bureau of Agri-
culture to a pastoralist who iz well
known in the southern districts, It is
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headed * Entomological,” and reads as | he considers that if the fine will have the

follows :—
1n reply to your letter of the 29th instant,

+

effect of saving the Beverley district from

" the tick invasion, the £5 will have Deen

with reference to the entomological name for -
ticks, Mv. Lea, the Entomologist of the

Bureau, reports as follows:—The name of
the cattle tick i3 Izodes bovis. The so-called
sheep tick is not a tick at all, but a fly louse.
Its name is Melophagus ovinus.”

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell) : Tam sorry
I shall have to oppose the amending Bill
brought in by the member for Welling-
ton (Mr. Venn). Whether this is tick
or louse, and whether it is a disease or
not, may be a matter of opinion; but, as
advised at present, I am satisfied the tick
in sheep may be truly considered a
disease. I have heard a great deal, at
times, about the sheep tick having been
in varpus parts of the colony durg
many years, and I am told it has Deen
here for 36 years. I have an authority
here which the member for Wellington
will no doubt accept, and speaking on
this question the book {Dr. Cooper

. Curtice on the *“ Animal Pamsites of
Sheep '”) says:—

The disease produced by the external para-
sites ave true contagious diseases, and should
be regarded as such fully as much as any of
the more actively virulent maladics.

T must say this Bill is altogether a back-
ward movement in this colony, and es-
pecially when we compare it with what is
being done on this question in South Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, where there is
the same law in existence, and I believe it
is carried out. For some time we have
not carried vut the law vigorously in this
colony ; but now our inspectors ave at
work, and notices have been sent to the
pastoralists and agriculturists in the
various distriets, and I am able to say

that a good proportion of them have com-

plied with the Act. I have letters before
me from some prominent settlers, ex-
pressing satisfaction with the working of
the Act; and I may quote, as an example,
Mr. G. H. Lukin, a prominent settler in
the Beverley district, who had the
misfortune to buy some sheep in the
South that were not clean, and when
exhibited on the show ground at Bever-
ley they were found to be infected
with tick. In consequence of that
he was prosecuted and fined £5. I have
here a letter from Mr. Lukin, expressing
satisfaction with the verdict, and stating

well spent. I have here also letters from
settlers expressing their willingness to
comply with the Act; and I ask, would
it be well to do now what this Bill pro-
poses, in view of the evidence we have
that the tick is a disease, and that the
present Act is working satisfactorily to
many of our settlers 7 I cannot help ex-
pressing my surprise that so progressive
a settler as the member fur Wellington
(Mr. Venn) should come forward now
with such an amending Bill as this. The
other evening he gave me a great swr-
prise when he defended the wild radish
in the farmer's wheat crop as being a very
valuable fodder plant; and now he comes
forward in defence of the fick in sheep.
Those who understand the question, and
must, perforce have regard for the
authority of persons who are fairly
well acquainted with the tick question
all round, will at least allow that if the
gsheep or any other animal be affected
even with what the hon. member des-
cribes as a louse, it cannot be good for
the animal. With the fact hefore us
that a considerable number of setflers
in the Southern districts have complied
with the dipping required by the
Act, it would be manifestly unfair to
them and others like them to allow some
other settlers, who have not complied with
the Act, to he relieved from doing se by
passing this Bill which the hon. member
is advocating. The Government have no
wish to be harsh; far from it; and T may
say that last June notices were sent out
to settlers throughout the colony; and
when it was afterwards represented to the
Government that, owing Lo the bad season,
the sheep were poor and it would conse.
quently be harsh to enforce the dipping,
we recognised that there was no danger to
be feared from this tick, except poverty of
the sheep and loss to the individual, and of
course the consequent loss to the State.
Thereupon we decided that we would
put off the dipping required in the
notice until the first day of December.
Therefore notices were sent out to every
sheepowner, under my own direction, and
were delivered ab their doors, calling
attention to the Act and to the date
allowed for compliance with it. Now
December has come, and we find a
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number have complied with the Act,
while seme say they have not recejved
the notice, owing to their isolated
position. As to them, we say we do not
wish the Act to be enforced tyranically;
and if any settler can show he has not
received a notice, we will extend the
time in bis case until February or March,
if necessarv: but there must then he
compliunce with the Act. We are going
forward in every other direction in this
colony, and fer heaven’s sake do not let
us o back in this matter. Tf a member
of this House can stand up and defend
the wild radish as being necessary to the
farmer, it is noe wonder the same memnber
can stand up again to-night and defend
this louse in ‘sheep by saying it is nof a
disease. We have pretby good authority
for saying that

A rose by uny other name would smellus sweei.
And I think that a tick in sheep by any
other name would be just as bad. We
have an excellent Stock Department, and
I can assure the Honse the officers are up
to date, and o hefiter class of officers will
not. be found in the Aunstrahan colonies.

Mr. HUBBLTE (the Gascovne): I
nist oppose this Bill; and T think the
very mune of tick we have had drunmed
intn our ears during the last few months
has been enough, whether in regurd to
sheep o cattle.  We ought to keep our
sheep and cattle clean: and I shall
oppose this Bill most strongly as tending
in the other direction. I am told the
cattle disease is here in the city. and why
not get rid of that ?

Mg. Dorerty: There is another form
of “tick” in the town, worse than
that.

Mr. HUBBLE: I am in a position
to state, and will give names if necessary,
that tick has heen brought here from
Kimberley in a match-box. It was a
female tick, and it laid its eges in this
town. I am also informed that this tick
has heen burned; but if tick has been
brought here, I say itis a disgrace for
any man to bring such a disease into this
part of the (.olom My informant is the
Chief Tuspector of Stock, and the party
who informed him is Mr. Hart, a drover
from Kimberley. I say if this disease
has heen brought herein the way I have
stated, the person who brought the tick
deserves to be sent to Klondyke or to the
North Pole. 1f disease in cattleis as bad
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* a8 s reported, I have no doubt the tick

disease 13 equally as bad when it infects
sheep. 'Therefore. I shall strongly oppose
this Bill.

Mr. MORGANS (Coolgardie): My
only knowledge of sheep is in the form of
mutton on the table, and I am hest able
to judge of it when it is of good quality.
With regard to the Bill before the House,
Iveally think it is worth the atteution of
hon. members, looking at it from a busi-
ness point of view, to consider the ten.
dency there is on the part of the Govern-
ment at times, and I regret to see it, to
bedge in the industries of the colony with
a great many conditions and regulations
that muast have a bad effect upon them.
T sympathise to soine extent with the
member for Wellington (Mr. Venn),
because we find in the case of mining
that the regulations connected with that
industry are hedged round with what we
helieve to be nnnecessary conditions ; and
if, a5 the hon. member says with regard
to tick. it is simply m-clm.urx tick, T may
say with every confidence that t.here is not
a fock of sheep in England to-day that

can he found without. tick upon them. If

that is s0, T do not see any reason why
the (rovernment should introduce regula-
tions for the purpose of hampering this
industry. If the sheep breeder suffers
inconvenience from the presence of tick,
he is the chief sufferer, and he will
naturally look for some remedy to exter-
minatetick. Taminsympathy withthehon.
member who introduced this Bill, and I
hope the House will assist him in what
he is aiming at, and let us see if we can
put a little brake vn the Grovernment in
introducing too many regulations on the
industries of the colony. Referring to
my former experience in Central America,
where a person can hardly walk out
without getting covered with ticks, T may
say T have not felt any inconvenience
from those ticks except. at the time; and
although one mav get covered with
thousands of them in Central America,
itis quite easy to get rvid of them.
I think they are very much the same
kind of tick ‘that infest the sheep on the
coast in this colony; and I hope the
House will assist the hon. member in his
desire torid this industry of these regula-
tions. If he presses the matter to a
division, I think he will find a majority
on his side.
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Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): There is no doubt that in
dealing with this question there must be
a want of knowledge felt generally, and
this puts one in a difficulty. We may be
doing right or wrong in regard to this
matter ; and if these ticks are injurious,
and if they do, as the member for Plan.
tagenet (Mr. Hassell) says, make the
sheep poor, I think every rensonable effort
should be made to get rid of the tick.
But this is a matter for expert evidence.
At present I am bound to support my
hon. colleagne, not because I know much
about the subject, but I think the depart-
ment should be supperted in the action
that has been taken. Tf the member
for Wellington, instead of bringing in
this Bill, had moved for a sclect com-
nmittee on the subject, he would have done
well; for we are all in the dark with re-
gard to the question whether this tick is
injurious or not. If the question now
before the House goes to a division, Ishall
support my hon. colleague; but I think
there is room for doubt upon it, and it is
very hard for hon. members to have to
vote on a subject on which they have
not suflicient knowledge. T cannotadvise
hon. members either way, very strongly,
hecanse T do not kmow ; but I shall have
to vote against the Bill. I should, at the
same tine, like to have some expert
opinion on the subject.

Hox. H. W. VENN (in reply): Tdo
not know which way to act. As to ob-
taining evidence, I am an expert in the
matter, with the experience of a lifetime,
and there are other members of this
House whe have the experience of a life-
time. The evidence I ask you to accept
is the historical knowledge which these
and other persons have all around you.
These lice have been in the sheep since
the foundation of the celony; and while
efforts have been mide by sheep-owners
to exterminate the lice, they are not ex-
terminated. Sheep-owners in England
have suffered in the same way, and that
is the best evidence you can have. If you
doubt my word as an expert, look ab the
aunthoritative works published on the
question. The Commissioner of Crown
Tands hasread to vou outof some book, say-
ing that this tick, or as I call it “louse,” is
a disease, und that it is desirable to get
rid of it. 1 admit thut it is desirable to
et vid of this louse, but yvou cannot do
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it. There can Dbe no extermination of
lice in sheep, because they are natural
to the existence of the animal. You
can reduce their operations, the sane as
you ean reduce the operation of fleas or
other pests in various animals. Tf T
were to ask for a select committee, I do
not know that I should be any further
ahead, because the expert evidence I can
bring 1s only such as that of the member
for Plantagenet, the hon. the Speaker of
this Assembly (Sir Jas. G. Lee Steerc),
and others who have had knowledge of
sheep in the humid or cold portions of the
world. These ticks are everywhere. The
Comissioner of Crown Lands has told
us that the regulations made under
this Act are similar to those made in
other colonies, and that in New Zea-
land and South Australia they are
considered very mnecessary. I am ac-
quainted with South Australia, and I say
the regulations are not in force there, so
far az I know. It frequently occurs that,
a month or two ofter the dipping, the
sheep are free from tick, and it is said
that by using Cooper's dip it improves
the wool and kills the tick. It is true
that, By continual dipping, you may re-
duce the tick in sheep so asnot to haveso
many ; but 1o say that you can exter-
minate tick by dipping is ridiculous. If
it is possible to exterminate tick, how is it
that the tick has not been exterminated
in Great Britain, or in Germany, or in
France? You will find it theve. The
Minister has said T am not sufficiently yro-
gressive ; but I thought, I was progressive.
I am very much opposed to harassing
regulations that have no particular sense
in them. When the Minister says that
some flock owners have complied with the
regulations, I have ne doubt they have,
because they are frightened of the in-
spector, and they won’t dip without some
compulsion; but I can assure the Minister
that, if he goes to those sheep next year
at shearing time, the tick will be there
again.  How can it be otherwise? A
month after shearing you will probably
not find a single tick on the sheep, but
five or six months after shearing they
will be there again. 1t may be desirable
to do something in the interests of the
flock-masters all through the southern
portions of the colony; but not in the
northern districts, because the ticks do
not live on sheep in that hot climate,
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There should be a distinct understanding

that the steck inspectors should not
barass people, and enforce regulations
which can do no real good. The best

evidence in favour of the course I am :

taking is that there have been ticks in the

flocks of this colony ever since it was a

¢olony, and there have been ticks in the
flocks of Great Britain ever since it was
Great Britain, and in those of Germany
ever siuce it was Germauny.

Mr. HARPER (Beverley): T know

very little about the louse in sheep, but

from what I have heard, I think it is
desirable that this House should know
really more about this matter before we
vote on this Bill.  The member for Wel-
lington (Mr. Venn) has said the reason
why the regulations should not exist is
that the louse cxists in sheep in England
and on the continent of Furope. It is
also a fuct that the great enemy of sheep,
scab, does exist in those countries; there-
fore, it is no sound reason to say that,
because scab is there, it need he here.
He further tells us the tick does not
exist in the North. I have been inforined
that this insect is very troublesome in the
flock on Dirk Hartog Island; and was
very troublesome until they introduced a
regular course of dipping, and received
great benefit thereby. I was told there
was o considerable loss of sheep through
tick at Esperance Bay a vear ago. We
should know whether these are facts, and
know what we are doing, before voting
on this Bill. I shall wove, after the
second reading, that the Bill be referred
to a select committee.
Question—that the Bill
second time—put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

be read a

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE,

Mr. HARPER (Beverley) moved that
the Bill be referred to a sclect committee.

Hon. H. W. VENN (Wellington)
said he had no objection to the motion;
only as the session was so near the end,
and it was desired by the Grovernment to
close, if possible, by Christinas, he could
not see that a committee could take evi-
dence and report in the short time avail-
able this session.

Tue PreEaigr: There would have heen
a division on the second reading, if it had
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a

Howx. H. W. VENN said he desired
that every member should have sufficient
information on the subject; but the
object would probably be frustrated if the
Bill were referred to a select committee
at this late stage of the session.

Tree Premier: The evidence of
veterinary surgeons could be obtained.

How. H. W. VENN suid he would
prefer to let the Bill pass this session,
and he would himself be willing to nrove,
next session, for the appointment of a
select committee to inquire into the sub-
ject. He had no desire to get the Bill
through, and let it remain without further
agtion.

Question put and passed, and the Bill
referred to a select conunittee, i

A ballot having been taken, the fol-
lowing members, in addition to the mover
(Mr. Harper), were appointed :—DMessrs.
Venn, Lefroy, Locke, and Hubble; the
comumnittee to have power to call for
personsand papers; and te report on the
15th December.

NOXTOUS WEEDS BILL.
SECOND READING.

Mr. HARPER (Beverley) in moving
the second reading, said: Hon. members
will observe that considerable alteration
has been made in the Bill since it was
previously introduced and withdrawn.
I have goue through it, and have tried to
make it as purely permissive as possible.
I have even gone so far as to strike out
the favourite weed of the member for
Wellington, the Spanish radish ; so that,

- it the people in his district (Wellington)

require 1o grow it, they can do so. T do

' not propose to say much in regard to this
: measure. It is intended to be a purely

not been understood that the Bill was °

going to he referred to o select committee,

permissive Bill; and I wish to place
hefore the House the reasons why this
Bill is brought forward. The hon.
member (Mr. Venn), who opposed this
Bill so strongly on the last occasion it
was before the House, gave hon. members
to understand that it was not in any way
desired by the country pecple. The hon.
member objected to the principle of this
legislation. I may point out that in
April, 1893, a conference of elected mem-
bers on agricultural matters was held,
when this resolution was carried :--

That the Government should be urged to

extend the Noxious Weeds Act so as toinclude
the stinkwert, Canadian thistle, Bathurst bur,
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and other noxions weeds from time to time,
and that, in view of the rapid spread of noxions
weeds in certain distrviets of the colony, he ve-
quested to see thal the Act is stringently on-
foreed.

In the following year (1894 the delegates
from the Wellington Vine and Frnit-
growers’ Association tabled this notice :—

That the Government he requested, at the
uvnrliest possible date, to repeal the present
« 3panish Radish and Scottish Thistle Preven-
tion Aet, 1874, and substitute in lien thereof
an Act on the same principle as the * Destruc.
tive [nsects and Substances Act, 1850, and
that the Government be furlher requested to
provide fands to carry ont the provisions of
the Act.

That was carried also. and at the third
aunual conference in April. 1895, the fol-
lowing resolution was moved :---

That, in the opinion of the Conicrence, it is
desirable that the 8punish Radish and Scottish
Thistle Act should be amended and the scope
enlarged.

At the fourth annual conference of 1896
this resolution was passed :—

That, in the opinion of Lhis Conference, it is
dusirable that a Noxious Weeds Bill he intro-
dnced into Parliament this session.

The motion was not discussed, as the in-
troduction of a Bill was promised by the
Attorney General. The question came
up at the last conference, and a very
similar resolution was passed. There
were, 1 think, three separate resolutions
tabled by delegates from different parts
of the country on this subject. This
measure has been asked for during the last
four years by men elected to represent
the agricultural districts at the agricul-
tural eomference. I think every oppor-
tunity has been given during those four
years for any opposition to the principle
being shown, but instead of opposing
such a measure, the desire for it appears
to grow stronger. On these grounds this
Bill has made its appearance in the
House. As to the Bill itself, I need only
say it is, as at present drafted, totully
inoperative unless the people in any
loeality wish to bring it into force. All
those who wish to bring the Bill info
force can state what class of weeds it is
intended to have treated under the Act.
There cannot he any  reasonable
opposttion to a Bill of this kind.
If we take into consideration the desire of
the ggricultural community to he able to
protect themselves against fresh weeds
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gerond reading.

being intrednced into localifies, and give
them the machinery to annihilate them.
we shall pass this measure. If agricul-
turists wish to protect themselves against
their enemies, they will be able to do so.
I heg to move the secand reading.

How. H. W. VENN (Wellington): The
hon. member almost made a slip, when he
said T opposed the previous Noxious
Weeds Bill; but, in the next sentence,
he said I opposed the principle of the
measure. I am pleased to think that the
opposition I showed to the measure pre-
viously introduced bhas had the effect of
bringing in the present Bill.  This is a
child of a totally different colonr, and T
feel sure I was not far out when I said I
did not think the hon. member himself
was aware of the whole of the provisions
of the previous Bill, or that his mind had
gone into.it. Bub X can see the hon.
member’s hand in the framing of this
Bill. The hon. member is bringing in
a Bill which T do not feel disposed
in any way to oppose. It is permissive,
and if a Bill like this one had heen
brought forward in the Mouse in the first
instance, the houn. member would have
had me spealking then as I speak now.
I wish to draw attention to the fact that
the present Bill. cxcepting one or two
clauses, is not the same Bill at all as the
one previously introdnced. It has dis-
tinet provisions for local option, for the
formation of a board or committee in
every district. In the other Bill power
was given to the Governor to appoint
inspectors.  Qur idea of Government
inspectors is that these officers discover
some means of trying to keep their billets
alive.

Mz, Smwpson: That is an utterly
unjustifiable statement.

Hon. H. W. VENN : I know the hon.
member’s views on the subject: they are
similiar to mine. The Biil before the
House deals with the question of local
option. I wish to refer to o remark mmade
by the Commissioner of Crown Lands,
and by the hon. member fur Beverley,
who said something about my favourite
weed. When the previous Bill was
mtroduced, T spoke strongly against
the principle of the measure and of
noxious weeds in general, and of the
harassing class of legislation he wished to
bring forward. T have no more love for
the Spanish radish than the hon. member
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himself, or the Commissioner of Crown
Lands has. As a mnatter of fact, I exter-
minate it by taking it out at considerable
cost, and if I had any particular love for
it I should leave it there. Qutside of its
presence in the growing crop, this Spanich
radish is a fodder plant. I do not know
that it is u partieunlarly valuable fodder
plant, but T kuow that as a fodder plant
it can be used, and that it does no harm
to the grazier as long as it does not get
amongst his cultivation. With these
remarks I wish to withdraw any opposition
I had to the Bill. I do not think the
measure will have any great beneficial
tendency. Personally, I wonld have pre-
ferred, when the Agricultural Bureau met
next time, and delegates were called
from the different districts of the
colony, that this measure should have
been placed before them and dis-
cussed; and after the discussion the
bon. member could then have been
able to formulate something, and weuld
have been backed up by the bucolic vote
altogether. Had the Bill which the hon.
memiber first prepared passed this House,
he would have had the whole of the furm-
ing community against it. T have much
pleasure in saying I withdraw ny opposi-
tion to this Noxious Weeds Bill.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hou.
R. W. Pemnefather): This subject of
noxious weeds has enguged the attention
very cousiderably of some of my constit-
nents, and some of the constitnents of my
hon. friend, the member for the Irwin (Mr.
Phillips). There seems to be w consensus
of opinion amonyst the farmers in these
two districts that to make the measure
compulsory would meet with their un-
doubted hostility, and 1T am glad to see
that the hou. member tor Beverley has so
worded his Bill as to make it permissive,
and in that way it is partienlarly woffen-
sive.  As nuy e pointed out, what may
tw a noxious weed in oue part of the
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country is a perfect godsend in another; |

and that being so, in the measure before
the House it is proposed to class as a
noxious weed what is known as the wild
oat. The wild oat, in the hot zwnmer
seagon, when there is no moisture about
and very little feed, is the mainstay of
the cattle in my district.

A Menser: Do the people sow then *

T ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
fortunatelv, too often. I hope I shall
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have the assistance of the hon. member
some day in giving some artificial water
to those people in my district who are
trying to eke out an existence.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

EARLY CLOSING BILL.
IN COMMITTEE :

Clauses 1 and 2--agreed to.

Clause 3-—Act not to apply to certain
shops : ’

Mr. JAMES moved, as an amendment
in the first line, that the words “and
eight’ be struck out, und the words « to
ten, both inclusive,” be inserted in Lieu
thereof. :

Put and passed.

Me. JAMES wmoved, as a fariher
amendment, that the following words be
added after the word “ Act,” in line 2:
“ nor to premises respecting which a publi-
can’s general or hotel license, within the
meaning of the Wines, Beer, and Spivits
Sale Act, 1879, or any Act amending the
same, has been granted and is in force.”

Tue Presier: Could not the munici-
pulities do it, instead of throwing this on
the Governnent ?

Mer. JAMES: There was no provision
in the Bill for providing wmoney, and
there wus no need to have un inspestor at
all, unless it afterwurds became necessary
to appoint cue for checking abuses.

Tre FPreaner: Whoe was to pay the
inspector ?

Me., JAMES: Those who asked for
the appointinent. The Euarly Closing
Association, for instance. should pay the
inspector. The clause was permissive in
this respect. and not compulsory.

Tue PREMIER: There was no need
for an inspector at present.

Hox. H. W. YENN: If there was no
ueed for au inspector, what necessity wus
there for the Bill 7

Mr. JAMES: Any person aggrieved
could take aclion, or any association of
shop assistants.

Mz. MORAN: The associations of
shop assistants would be careful to see
this Bill administered. und no shopkeeper
weuld run the risk of being had up before
a magistrate for an offence under this
Bill.  The machinery of the Bill would
be set in operation by the shop assist-
ants.
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THx PrEmier: That should be pro-
vided for in the Bill, so as to put the
obligation on them and not on the Gov-
ernment.

M=r. MORAN: If they did not look
after their interests when they had the
machinery of this Bill, let them suffer.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clanse as amended agreed to.

Clause 4-—Appointment and removal of
Inspectors :

Me. ILLINGWORTH: With all de-
ference to the member who introduced
this Bill, he must call attention to words
which said ‘ the Minister may appoint
inspectors.” If appointed, they must be
paid. This clause should be abandoned,
because the combinations which would
undertake the carrying out of this Bill
should be prepared to provide their own
inspectors, and, therefore, to pay them.
He questioned whether the Bill could be
passed with this clause in it.

Mr. JAMES: It was not intended to
throw any obligation on the Government
to pay inspectors. The words were per-
missive, and the Minister would not ap-
peint an inspector wunless he saw that
some provision was made for the inspec-
tor's salary. The Early Closing Associa-
tion should be prepared to pay an in-
spector, when that officer became neces-
SaIY.

Tae PREMIER: The Early Closing
Association would die when this Bill came
mto force.

Mr, James: No; it would not.

Ter ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather) : The member who
introduced the Bill would perceive that
this provision, which gave permissive
power to a Minister to appoint inspectors
for earrying out the provisions of the Bill,
must involve necessarily the payment of
the person so employed. Assuming this
Bill to be passed, and granting we were all
anxious to assist the people for whose
benefit it was intended, yet it was not de-
sirable to make provisions that would be
a dead letter. There must be a fund out
of which the Minister could pay the in-
spector, if an inspector were appointed,
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because in clause 15 there were great
and necessary powers given to the in-
gpectors; and, as all members knew,
the crying evil in most of the shops |
in eities was the wretchedly bad ac- .

commodation given to assistants on |

o comntitbec.

the premises. If this part of the Bill were
allowed to remain a dead letter, then
practically three-fourths of the benefit of
the Bill would have vanished. Either a
fund must be designated, out of which
the inspectors shoult be paid, or the pro-
vision for appointing inspectors by a
Minister must be withdrawn.

Hor. W. H. VENN: That seemed a
natural consequence, according to his
reading of the clause.

M=z, SOLOMON: Could not the in-
spectors be appointed by a comumnittee of
employers and employees, and the
appointment be approved by the Minis-
ter ¥

Mr. MORAN said he did not kuow
whether the Government intended to
oppose the measure. (TEE PREMIER:
No.) The point raised by the member
for Central Murchison (Mr. Tllingworlh)
was not friendly to the Bill, and he
hoped the clause wonld he allowed to
pass. A similar Bill had been iutro-
duced mto the Queensland Parliament
by a private member, with this provision
in it, and the Bill had passed in that
form. The (uibble now raised was too
small.

Mg, OLDHAM said he was in favour
of the clause as printed. The great
powers given to an inspector made it de-
sirable that the inspector should be
appointed by an impartial authority. If
appointed by an association of shop assist-
ants, it could not be said the choice was
impartial.  The inspector should be
appointed by the Govermment, and not
by an interested body. Surely it was not
too much to ask the Government to
appoint inspectors, and also to pay them.

Tre Premier: A raid on the Trea-
sury !

Clause put and passed,

Clause 5—Act to be in operation enly
in proclaimed distriets.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): The
clause provided that the Government
might declare certain places to be dis-
tricts for the purposes of this Bill, but in
what way was the application to be made?

Mr. JAMES: The Bill did not pro-
vide for the system of local option ; and
the Minister, before declaring a disirict,
would take care to ascertain that the
feeling of the district was in favowr of the
proclamation being made.
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Tue Prexier: Proclamations were
ulways made by the Governor-in-Council.

Me. JAMES moved, as an amendinent,
that the word * Minister” be struck out,
and the word “ Governor” be inserted in
lieu thereof.

Put und passed,
amended agreed to.

Clanse 6—Act to be in operutivn in
metropolitan district on 1lst February,
1898 :

Mr. MORAN moved, as an amend-
ment in the second line, that after the
word * district ” there be inserted the
words ““ and also in the nummpq.hhes of
Coolgirdie and Kulgoorlie.”

- Tae Premer: And the Boulder
ity ?

Myr. MORAN said he had not auny
information from the Boulder yet.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, ns amended, agreed to.

Clause 7—All shops to be closed at 6
p.m. ; substituted half-holiday allowed :

MEe. SOLOMON moved, as an amend-
ment in the last line, that the word
“nine” Le struck out, and “fen”
inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment pot and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8 and 9—agreed to.

Clauge 10-—Penalty for keeping shops
open after the prescribed hour:

Mr. ILLINGWORTH moved, as an
amendment in the sixth line, that the
word “three” be struck out. It would
also be necessary to alter  Christmas
day " to * Christmas week,” for completing
the amendment.

Put and passed.

Mr. JAMES moved, as u further
amendment in the same line, that the
word “ week ”” be inserted hefore the first
word “ day.”

Put and passed

Mz. QUINLAN moved, as a further
amendment, to add in the second para-
graph after “Christmas Day ™ the words,
“and New Yeur's Day.”

Mz. JAMES said he did not want to
incrense the hours more than possible,
and he asked the Director of Public Works,

and the clause as
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as one having had experience in business, .

whether he thought the amendment a fair
one.

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES (Hou. H. F. Piesse) : The three
days before Christmas Day were quite

in conimittee. u3s
sufficient.  As to the closing time, it was
well to keep the hour nine o'clock, as
assistants were generally kept half an
hour after the shop was closed.

Mr. QUINLAN said he had spent
nearly all his life in the shopping busi.
ness, and he thought the day before New
Year’s Day should be added.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The conten-
tion of the member for Toodyay was quite
right. The days preceding Christmas
Day and New Year's Day were regarded as
l)ung like Saturdays. It was not neces-
sury to keep the shops open late for three
days prior to Christmas Day.

Put und passed.

Me. QUINLAN wmoved as a further
amenduent to ipsert aftor ¢ Christmas
Day,” and “ New Year's Day.”

Put and passed.

Mr. SOLOMON moved that in the
last line the word “nine’” be struck out.
and “ ten” be inserted in lieu thereof.

Mr. JAMES: Ten o'clock was too late
for closing, as it was half-past ten before
the shop assistants got away.

Hon. H. W. VENN: In the interests
of buyers, shops should remain open a
little later on those days.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed lo.

Clauses 11 and 12—agreed to.

Clanse 13—Penalties for employees
working on Snoadays:

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : If the clause
was passed as it stood, it would prevent a
hotel bar heing cleaned out on a Sunday,
which was the only day when there was
an opportunity of cleaning the bar out
thoroughly.

Mzr. MORAN: The clause wus unneces-
sary, as Sunday trading was prohibited
under another Act. He would not take
away the right to serve lodgers and
travellers on a Sonday. He moved, as
an amendment, that the clause be struck
out.

Me. E\VING The hon. member, in
his opinion, was right.  Although liquor
conld be sold on Sunday to hoarders
and bond fide travellers, it could not he
sold over the bar, or in any bar.

Mg, JAMES: This section was in-
serted for the purpose of preveating the
barmaid or barman being employed on
Sunday.

Motion (to strike out the clanse) put
and passed.
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Clavses 14 to 26, inclusive-—agreed to.

New Clause

Mer. OLDHAM moved that the follow-
ing new clause he added to the Bill, to
stand as Clause 26 :—

Every shop or premises where is carried on
the business or trade of a barber or hairdresser
shull be closed every evening of the week at
7 o'clock p.m., except Snturday evening, when
the same shall be closed at 10 o’clock.  If any
person be ecmployed or allowed to remain in
any such shop or premises Iater than half a
hour after the hour fixed for closing by this
gection, the person or company currying om
such trade or business, or having the care or
management or control of the same, shall be
guilty of an offence against the provisions of
this Act.

Mg. MORAN: This ¢lause would give
tobacconists an opportunity to keep
their shops open until 7 o'clock.

Put and passed, and the clause added’

to the Bill.

Schedule :

Mer. ILLINGWORTH moved, as an
amendment, that the words * newsagents’
and Dbooksellers’ ' be struck out, and
the words “ fruiterers and confectioners ”
wserted in liew thersof.

Mr. MORAN: All sorts of things
could be sold under the heading of ** con-
fectionery.” This was & rather dangerous
proposal.

Put and passed.

Mr. JAMES wmoved, as u further
aplendment, * That the lust three lines of
the schedule be struck out.”

Put and passed, and the schedule as
amended agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendinents.

BILLS QF SALE BILL.
SECOND READING:

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather): Having moved
the adjourmment of the debate on this
Bill, my object wus to bring under
the notice of the hon. members who
mtroduced it a series of new clauses,
which I think he will agree lo; and if he
does, I am sure the community generally
will thank him for having brought this
Bill before the House. One of the dangers
to which a trading community is liable is
the surreptiticus registration of bills to
sale; and, if the statute provides that it
shall be obligatory on any persom about
to give a hill of sale to give 14 days’
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second reading.

uotice of his intention so to do, that will
be a distinct notification to parties in-
terested that the debtor is about to confer
upon some other person some benefit or
advantage—a proceeding which they may
choose to object to. The provisions are
taken from aun Act which has worked
very satisfuctorily in Victoria; andthe pro-
cedure is simple. When u creditor {inds
that his debtor is ubout to register a bill
of sale, he lodges o caveat. The person
who wishes to give the bill of sale can get
that caveat removed by an application to
a judge in chambers, if the caveator has
no legal claim against him. If, on the
Lontr.my, the caveator can show that the
debt is due, the person about to give the
bill of sale is Dblocked from giving it
Any creditor may lodge a caveat. The
wember for Fast Perth (Mr. Jumes) has
intimated his  concurrence with this
amendment, which will be brought forward
in committee, und I thank him for bring-
g this Bill before the Honse, as it will
undoubtedly have the effect Adesired.,

Mz. LEAKE (Albany): I shall sup-
port the second reading, aud do so the
more readily after the remarks of the
Attorney General, suggesiing an amend-
ment in the direction indicated. Any-
thing which will prevent bhills of sale
from being secretly given will, T am sure,
be to the advantage of the trading public.
I have always held somewhat strong
opinions on these bills of sale. I have
thought for a long time that perhaps one
of the best remedies would be to prohibit
bills of sale except on specific chattels for
actual bond fide personal advances. How-
ever much I should like to see bills of
sale regulated in that wanner, I think the
suggestion of the Attorney General will
go a long way to place further obstacles
in the way of bills of sale being given in
secret, and to encourage legitimate trad-
ing. Ifu person has to give notice of
his intention to give a bill of sale—that
is, to prefer one creditor to another—he
will be very careful not to do so unless it
is 2 matter of necessity, and the circum-
stances of his business justify his action.
1 think the suggestion of the Attorney
General is an excellent one, and T shall
support the second reading, and support
him in introducing his proposed amend-
ment.

Question put and pussed.

Bill read a second time.
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DIVORCE AMENDMENT AXD EXTEN-
SION BILL.

SECOND READING,

Me. EWING (the Swan) : In woving
the second reading of tlis Bill. it ap-
pears to me that there are two reasons
why I may perhaps be able to fall in
with any suggestion for allowing it to

stand over until the next session of
Parliament.
M=, Innisoworru: Until the next

century.

Mgr. EWING : Not till the next cen-
tury, because I bLelieve that the puoblic
demund the Bill, and that, in the interests
of the community, the Bill will opérate
beneficinlly. T believe ihe Bill is neces-
sary, and I also know that if will make o
very yreat change in the existing law of
this colony ; and L also helieve that no
change of this kind is desiruble
unless it is  dome after mature and
proper consideration. My main reason
for wmoving the second reading to-
night is In order to let the general
public know that it is my iutention to
bring this matter before Parliament as
seon as the Goverunent are prepured to
proceed with it, and as soon as hon,
members have had time to ygive it the
cousideration it requires. I think there
are many reasons why this Bill should be
introduced. and the first reason is the
incquality that exists in the law of
divoree as between o wan and a woman.
We all know that w inan can get a divoree
on certain grounds; but those grounds
are not sufficient—unless coupled with
cruelty and desertion—to enable a woman
to geta divorce. Aninequality of this kind
appears to me to be unjust; and, as this
Bill will remove that inequality, it should
commend itself to the consideration of
the House. I do not think, with the hon.
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Tlingworth), that it is desirable that it
should stop there. I think that, in the
interests of the community, and of the
next, generation, children should not
e brought up under conditions which
are bound to be prejudicial to their future
life. The Bill is drawn on the lines of
the New South Wales Act and the New
South Wales Divorce Amendment Act.
Tt provides. in the first place, that either
party, us L have already indieated, may,
on the grownd of adultery, obtuin a dis-
solution of marriage. The second ground

8 Deceuper, 1897.]

~cribed.

secund reading. 087
is that if, without lawful excuse, the hus-
band leaves his wife without ineans of
support, divorce van he obtuined. If a
man or A woman has so little regard for
the marringe tie, and for the obligations
that are cast upen him or her, as to
negrlect his or her children and to leave
them without support, contrary to the
provisions of the marriage contruct, the
sooner there is u dissolution of marriage,
the better will it he for the interests of
the community. The court has full power
under this Bill to provide means of sup-
port for o woman obtaining divorce, so as
to ensure that she and her children will
not bLe cast upon the world. Habitual
drunkenness, coupled with croelty, is
the next reason for divorce. Can any
member urge that 1t is desirable that
i wonnn, against her will, or a wan,
against. his will, shonld be cowpelled
to bring up children under the influ-
ence of a habitually drunken parent, who
is in the hLabit of treating the other
party to the contract with cruelty ¥ We
have to consider, not only the parties to the
marriage, but the effect upoen the children
themselves. That effect appears to me to
be this, that if you bring children up
under such conditions, they think, in
nine cases out of ten, that what they see
their parents do is vight; and, in all
probability, they will do much the same
thing when they grow up. It appears to
nie most undesirable to force people to
live together, and to bring wup their
children, in an atmosphere which must be
detrimental to the interests of those
children when they attain full age. The
next ground of divorce will he that, at
the time of the presentation of the
petition, the vespondent has been
unprisoued for a period of not less than
three years, and is still in prison, undera
commuted sentence for a capital crime, or
under sentence to penal servitude or
imprisonment for seven years or upwards,
or, beinyg a husband, bas within five years
undergone frequent convictions for crime
and been sentenced in the agyregute to
imprisosunent for three years or npwards,
and left his wife habitually without the
means of suppurt.  Cases mmust have come
before hon. memnbers where o woman has
been thrown on the world with a large
family und without weans of support,
under circtunstances such as are here des-
If the law were ultered so as to
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permit of that woman marrying again,
and thus providing for her family, the
effect to the community could only be
beneficial, as also to the woman and the
children themselves. It is far better to
have a happy and decent home than to
have a woman thrown upon the world with-
out the menns of earning a livelihood or
of bringing up her children sntisfnctori’év.
The next ground is that one of the partles
has been convicted of having attempted
to murder the petitioner, and of having
assaulted him or her with intent to do
grievous Dbodily harm. If a man en-
deavours to *“ slaughterationise” his wife,
or if he does any of those things which
would come under the heading of inflict-
ing grievous bodily harm, it is desirable
that a dissolution of the marriage should
take place. Otherwise it is probable that
a dissolution of the marriage will take
place of a still more unpleasant character.
To insist that such couples should con-
tinue to be joined together in holy
matrimony would simply be to insist on
their living together in order that one of
the parfies might be murdered. People
who live under conditions like these should
be separated. There is one ground for a
dissolution of marriage in this Bill which
is not in the New South Wales Act,
namely, that one of fhe parties to a
marriage has been three years insane, and
is, in the opinion of the Court, incurable.
That clause should commend itself to all.
It is undesirable that a man or a woman
should be bound to a person not of sound
mind. These are the main grouuds for a
divorce contained in the Bill. There are
certain other provisions in the measure
which enable the Court to deal with the
property of the husband and to make
settlements on the wife. T the husband
has transferred his property to somebody
else, the Court is empowercd to sect
aside that tramsfer, and hefore anyone
else can take the property it ghall
be charged with the maintenance of
the wife. There is another important
provision by which, in an action for dis-
solution of marriage on the ground of
adultery, o man cannot claim damages
from the co-respondent if the act of
adultery has been comunitted three years
before the bringing of the suit. These
are the main provisions of the Bill, and I
earnesfly commend them to the con-
gtderation of hon. members. We must
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second reuding.

admit that there are certain members of
the community who, on religious grounds,
take objection to this measure, These
persons  believe, to use the generally
accepted phrase, that marriages are made
in heaven, that marriage is something
more than the most serious of legal
contracts. The opinions of these persons
are entitled to the deepest respect, in that
they are the outcome of religious con-
viction.

Twee Premier: Moral conviction.

Mr. EWING: These persons hold
that the marriage contract is made solely
by the Churchand is under the control
of the Church ; and, according to the decree
of the Church, no man may put asunder
thosze who have been thus joined. Holding
this belief, they consider the Legislature
is taking too much upon itself to separate
them. These are religious grounds, and
if a person comes to the conclusion that
it is undesirable, on religious grounds, to
extend facilities for divoree, we must give
his opinions the fullest consideration and
treat them with the deepest possible re-
spect. The aim of religion is the further-
ance of social welfare. It has for ifs
primary and leading object the satisfac-
tory management of the community, and
it also endeavours to enable people to live
together happily, reasonably, and well,
and to bring about a good order and
condition of things.

Mr. Irnnixgworrr: There are more
worlds than one.

Mr. EWING: I do not dispute the
proposition. I do not say that there are
no more worlds than one, or that there is
no future world, but I do say that while
we are living in this world we must make
the conditions as satisfactory as we can,
and we must use religion, not as » means
of keeping people together who ought to
be separated, and of bringing up unhappy
famihes; but as a4 means of promoting the
highest interests of the community and
of bringing up children well. Theseends
will be best obtained by dissolving any
marringe that will operate to destroy the
lives of the parties to it, or that will lead
to the rearing of children under conditions
prejudicial to their future lives. I do
not propose to spenk ut any length on
this question, because T do not suppose
the Bill will be gone on with this scssion ;
but in the interests of religion itself—
and I suppose that most of the opposi-
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tion will come from the upholders of the
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religious aspect of the uestion—in the -

interest of those good things which re-
ligion endeavours to bring aboutand in the
interests of social welfare, this Bill should
be passed.
moving the second reading, and I trust
that it will be agreed to.

Tue PREMIER: I move that the
debate be adjourned to this day three
weeks.

Mr EWING : T have no desire to pro-
. ceed with the Bill, and am quite willing
to fall in with any course that may be
suggested.

Motion—that the debate be adjourned
for three weeks—put and passed.

DENTISTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

Mgr. EWING: I de not wish to pro-
ceed with the second reading of this Bill,
and I move that the Ovder of the Day be
discharyged.

Put and passed ; and order discharged.

LOCAL COURTS EVIDENCE BILL.
SECOND READING.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany) : The principle
involved in this Bill was under the con-
sideration of hon. members a session or two
ago. Itis to enable suitors in the local
courts to take the evidence of wilnesses
who are living at some distance. The
same rule applies in the Supreme Court,
and it i$ thonght that in the intercsts
of the comnunity the same privilege
should bLe extended to the locul courts.
‘When the population centred round Perth
and Fremantle, the necessity for this pro-
cedure did not arise, but now that people
live in places far distant from those
centres, very great inconvenience and
great expeunse ure occasivued for want of
some such provision as is contained in
this Bill. It provides that both parties
to a suit shall have proper notice of
what is going to happen, so that they
may cross-examine the witnesses if thev
so desire. There is nothing new in the
principle. I am not going to press this
Bill, if there is likely to be any serious
opposition to it. Tt has been handed to
me by a gentleman who occupies a seat
in a higher place than this, and 1 desire
to further his views as much as Lean. 1

I have wuch pleasure in -
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move that the Bill be now read a second
tine.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather): I have read this
Bill, and I must say it contains many
provisions that require close debate. I
am personally opposed to many of them.
Oue of the clauses, which is rather sweep-
ing in its operation, gives the right to

_any litigant to establish, so to speak, o

——— —— - —

i

second trial in the shape of collecting
evidence, if his witness happens to be 20
miles from the local court. That
seems almost preposterous.  For instance,
a man living 20 miles up the line can
have his evidence taken before a magis-
trate wway from the court where the trial
will be held, which will entail the necessity
for the other side to be present, and to go
through the’ whole procedure of the case
twice over. Ome portion of the ¢vidence
will be taken 20 miles away, and the other
portion hefore the Local Court. ‘While
it is intended to remedy some cases of
great hardship, the Bill inflicts greater
hardships. The hon, member for Albany
might agree to postpone the second read-
ing of the measure to some future date.
If iy hon. friend does not. object, I will
move that the debate be adjourned for
three weeks.

Mr. LEAKE (in reply}: I wish hon.
members to understand that this is not
my Bill, that I did not draftit, and L have
situply taken charge of it. Although I
am not convinced by the arguments of
the Attorney General, and although I
teel I bave arguments in favowr of the
measure, I have not the time to convince
hon. members opposite, pavticularly when
I know the number I shall have to attack,
while the number of members on my side
of the House is somewhat small this
evening. I do not intend to divide the
House on thig question, but to submit to
what seems inevitable, and accept, with as
rood o grace as possible, the motion.

Mr. JAMES (East Perth): Before
this Bill is finally dealt with, because I
suppose we shall have to say pood-by to
it after this, I should like to say that
legrislation in the direction of tlus Bill
was passed o few years ago.  An altera-
tion in the law was effected by which a
person carrying on business at Perth
could be sued by o person curryving on
business at Roebourne or Carnarvon, hua-
dreds of miles away. The only way to
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get the evidence before the comrt was by
personal attendance. That is an evil
which should be remedied.

Question—that the debate be adjourned
for three weeks —put and passed.

LEGAL PRACTTITONERS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.
SECOND READING.
Mr. HIGHAM (Fremantle): The

Bill which I desire the House to read a
second time 18 4 short one, and I trust it
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! ¢laims of these

second reading.

that at least the lay members of the
House will recognise the justice of the
barnsters. I am not

¢ bringing in this amending Bill, as T have

will not meet with the fate of the measuve -

which has just preceded it.
to deal with a grievance relating to a
certain profession, and I hope 1t will
receive proper consideration at the hands
of hon. members, who will make up their
minds to treat the Bill in a favourable
spirit and pass it through all it stages.

It is o Bill

This Bill has been brought in with a. view

of admitting gentlemen as practitioners
of the Supreme Court who are now de-
barred because they have not fulfilled all
the conditions of the old Act. The
particular condition referred to 1is, not
having served under articles of clerkship.
There 1s practically only one clause in the
Bill (amendment of paragraph 2 of Sub-
section (d) of Section 14 of 57 Vict,
No. XIT.). T am aware that I shall meer
with some opposition from some hon.
members, possibly from w jealous desire
to guard their own profession, and pos-
siblv with an eye to shut out competition.
[(Mg. James: Rubbish!] It is possibly
rubbish, from the hon. wember's point of
view, but not from a layman’s point of
view, Anyone who reads through the
special conditions under which we desire
to admit legal practitioners will see that
the public are safeguarded and the pro-
fession is given a sufficient guarantee
that the gentlemen who will be adnitted
under the Bill will have had sufficient
experience, and have proved their qualifi-
cations for admission as practitioners of
the Supreme Court. A practitioner who
has served ten years as a solivitor or
barrister, and after that has resided two
years in this colony, and during these
two years has served in the office of u
solicitor of this colony, I think will have
sufficient, proved that he has all the guali-
ficatious ‘that are requisite for admission.
In the other case the qualifications, I
think, are just as satisfactory, and Thoepe

Leen told, as a one-man Bill.

A Memger: Whom else does it apply
to ?
Mz. HIGHAM: There are a good
many solicitors in the colony who are
debarred under the rules regulating the
admission of practitioners, because, in
New Zealand, five years under articles is
not required, although many practitioners
of New Zealand go through the five-years
articles. I am not speaking of one par-
ticnlar man, but of & good many. I have
had communications, not only from Fre-
mantle and Perth, but as far distant
us Cue, from qualified solicitors who are
debarred from entering the profession
because this legal bughear stands in the
way. I hope hon. members will recog-
nise the justice of these men's claims.
Eveu if we pass this Bill, the gentlemen
who wish to be admitted will have to
pass the Barristers” Board, and will have
to prove their personal fitness for the posi-
tion. I thinkit would be acrying shame
and @ wrong to the general publie, if we
were to make the admission to practise
in the Supreme Conrt too exclusive, I
do not see why we shounld not harve com-
petition in the Supreme Court just as we
have in other businesses. I think if hon.
members take the trouble to read through
the provisions of the Bill, they will
find nothing pernicious in it. The Bill
will notlead tothe admission of solicitors
who are not properly qualified, but it
will remove a great grievance, which
several pruperly gqualified practitioners,
who wre now resident in the colony, have.
I move that the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mg ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : Without committing myself to
the absolute wording of this Bill, I desire
to express my conviction that somuihing
of this kind is required. T know of some
cases myvself, and secing that the legal
standing of gentlemen who have come from
New Zealund is completely barred by the
conditions of our present Act, it does
seemt to me that solicitors who are alle to
practise in the courts of New Zealand and
hold high positions there, ought not to be
barred here because we have some special
legislation. Clanse 2 of the Bill is rather



Leyal Practitioners Bill :

long, and is somewhat confusing, and it
may be open to amendment. I certainly
support the second reading of the Bill.
Possibly my legal friends may he able to
reduce tbe clause in leugth ‘and give us
something more clear: it is not very clear
to me. T hope the principle of admitting
men of undoubted qualifications. who
have passed under o different kind of
Act, and whose qualifications are all right.
is all we require. T think we ought not
to debar solicitors from a colony like New
Zealand from practising in the courts of
this colony. T will support the principle
of the Bill, although T will not commit
myself to the exact wording.

M=r. LEAKE (Albany): I do not rise
to oppose the Bilt, bhat rather to ask fora
little information. I would like the hon.
member for Fremantle (Mr. Higham) to
explain to the House the position of the
law on the subject in New Zealand. The
rule which obtains here with regard to the
admission of legal practitioners is this.

Where one colony admits our prac-
titioners, we admit them. It is reci-
procity, in fact, that we go in for. If the

hon. member in chargeof the Bill will tell
us that West Australian practitioners are
admitted in New Zealand, T can see un
objection to the measure. So far asTam
personally concerned, I de not care how
many lawyers come here to practise- - the
morc the merrier;” and I am sure the
Attorner Generul will agree with me
that, so far as he and I are concerned,
new-comers generally make businesy for
us, and we work harmoniously together,
I should like some information as to the
law of New Zealand on the guestion. A
Victorian practitioner cannot be admitted
in this colony because, in Victoria, West
Aunstralian qualifications are not recog-
nised, and I do not think that is unreason-
able. T only ask for information, and
will support the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. BOLOMON (South Fremantle}:
I rise to support the motion for the
second reading of the Bill. T do not
know much more about the matter than
ihat the state of things the measure seeks
to remedy appears to be an injustice to
practitioners 1n other colonies, especially
at a time when a great many people are

anxious for federation und the assimila- '

tion of Australian laws. Ina great many
instances, it seems a hardship that practi-
tioners who bave had perhaps vears of
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second reading.

espericnce in another colony cannot get
admitied to the legal profession in this
colony. No doubt hon. members who
belong to the legal profession see where
the weaknesses of the Bill are, and will be

~ able to deal with them should the Bill gn

into committee.

Me. JAMES (East Perth): in.
tend to oppose the Bill, which is intro-
duced to Jdeal with merely personal
grievances. Some gentlemen who have
come to Western Austrulia regard their
grievances as of such importance as to
justify a special Act of Parliament for
their relief. I hope, however, the House
will not legislate siinply in order to meet
the cuse of these persons who came to the
eolony with their eyes open and prepared
to run the risks which a knowledge of
the circumstances entail.  TLawyers are
not 50 exclusive’—to nse the word of
the hon. member who introduced the
Bill—as to he afraid of the competition

. of the gentleman who drafted this wordy

clanse of which the Bill is composed, and
which 1s & monument of his skill and
ability. The powers of the Barristers’
Board. theugh stroug, are not exercised
inany naurrow wayv. Dozens of practitioners
are admitted, and cortainly no one can say
that the country is short of lawyers. The
trouble is that in New Zealand, the quali-
fications of n legal practitioner are insuffi-
cient, and are not recognised in any other
part. of Australia. If our law is wrong,
let us vectify it; but while the law of
Western Australia remains different from

i that of New Zealand, why should we here,

by an indirect method, allow the law of
that colony to be forced upen us?

Mg. Morcans: Sheuld not New Zea-
land practitioners be qualified as fellow-
colonists for admission here ?

Me. JAMES : It would be just as ap-
propriate to ask whether French lawyers
or German lawyers should not be ad-
mitted. Thousands of Germans speak
Euoglish. What has the fuct of a man
being a colonist got to do with his
qualifications as a lawyer?

M=e. Morgans : It has something to do
with his adnission.

Mr. JAMES: What has it to do with
his admission ?

Mr. Morcans: He is a colonist and

. not an alien.

Mk, JAMES: That has nothing to do
with legal qualifications. In New Zea-
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land there is a special law on this subject,
and New Zealond lawyers are admitted to
practise in no other Australian colony,
‘Why, then, should New Zealand lawyers
be admitted to practise in Western Aus-
tralin ? This Bill is not introduced on
any broad principle, but simply to meet
a few cases-—-amongst these, no doubt, the
case of the gentloman who drafted the
measure. I should not object at all to
some amendment of Sub-section («) of
Section 14 of the Act, for the purposc of
meeting bond fide cases; but while the
qualifications in this colony remain as at
present, they must be possessed by appli-
cantg for admission. Suppose some
colony passed a law providing that every
man who paid a shilling should be a
“qualified lawyer,” would it be fair to
admit such “lawyers” to practise in
‘Western Australia, while our practitioners
have to serve a long apprenticeship ?
I have passed an examination in general
kuowledge of the law, and have served
ten years in the profession, and yet I
could not be admitted in New Zealand
without paying certain fees and passing
an examination. New Zealand does not
extend to Western Australia the facilities
which we are now asked to extend to that
colony.

Mx.
ation.

Mr. JAMES: It is the very soul of
federation. Tt must not be forgotten,
however, that New Zealand is outside
federation. It is a significant fact that
in the examination in conmection with
local law, the overwhelming majority of
- candidates for some years past have
failed to go through. It is not right,
under the circomstances, to ask Western
Australia to take the first step, more
especially as the Bill is not introduced
for the purpose of recognising a broud
principle, but simply to meet the cuses of
three or four individuals.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hou,
R. W. Pennefather) : There is one claim
which may he very strongly urged against
this Bill. TItis radically wrong in prin-
ciple to use Parliament as a means to
admitting one or two individual practi-
tioners, who do not at present come within
the scope of the law. On this ground the
Bill is objectionable. The examinations
for admission to the legal profession in
‘Western Australia are not very scvere,

Morcans: That is not feder.
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" the other way round.

second reading.

but only reasonable. The qualifications
practically come under two headings.
The candidate must have passed a reason-
able examination in law, and must have
come from a country which reciprocates
with Western Australia in the matter of
legal admissions. We have yet to learn

that New Zealand reciprocates with
Western Australia in this respect.

A MemeeR: You know it does. Theve
is Mr. Moss.

Tur ATFORNEY GENERAL: Tdo

not know it.  Mr. Moss was admitted ;
but I want to know if the practice works
The standard in
New Zealand has been so lowered that
her practitioners are admitted in none of
the other colonies. The result is that
New Zealand is overrun with what I may
call unfledged practitioners. When in
Wellington two years ago I noticed a
solicitor who practised his profession one
part of the duy and kept a livery
stable the other part. The standard has
been so lowered that the legal profession
is completely overrun in that colony,
Would it be bheneficial to lower the
Western Australian standard to the same
level 7 This Bill seeks to express no
broad principle, but simply to en-
able certain gentlemen to enter the
profession. Once they get inside, then,
according to the Bill, the door is shut
behind them. The Bill would have no
operation 1o regard to other persons
seeking admission, but it is framed with a
view of preventing nen from New Zea-
land being admitted until they have re-
sided in Western Australia for two years,
It is very cleverly done. The object of
the Bill is to prevent other men coming
from New Zealand after it hecomes law,
by means of a provise to the effect that no
such practitioner shall be admitted until
he has Leen two years in the celony. 'The
present limaitation as regurds residence
15 six months; but this is an attempt
on the part of practitioners here the effect
of which is to say to the House, “ Don't
oppose this, because we are putting in a
provision that no man shall in fature be
admitted until he has been here for two
years.” Speaking of the principle utterly
regardless of the fact that I am amember
of the profession, [ say it would not be
wise to establish a precedent that you can
have an Act of Parliament passed to admit

* two gentlemen who came to the country
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at the time they did.
gentlemen in guesiion.
and got positions and good salaries.

They vaue here,

The
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I know the two '

rest of us, when we came here, had pretty |
well to starve or endure hardships for

some time after our arrival.
not engaged immediately on arrival.

We were |

These men were practically under an en-

gagement from the time they left New
Zealand ; and then they want to be ad-
mitted without putting in six months in
the colony.

Me. SIMPSON (Geraldton): T pro-
pose to support the second reading of this
Bill, and will take every opportunity, so
long as T hold a seat in this House, of
opening wider the doors for the admission

of accomplished practitioners to the legal ;

profession.  Indeed, I hope to follow in
the footsteps of those great Australian
colonists, Sir George Grey in New Zea-
land, and the Hon. Charles Kingston in
SBouth Australin—no mean names to
mention in this connection. I was a little
surprised to hear the Attorney General's
remarks about the legal profession in
New Zealand, which has included men
like Judge Richmeond, one of the greatest
lawvers in the Southern Hemisphere, Sir
Robert, Stout, and men of that class. To
say that the mental calibre and accom-
plishments of these men are inferior to
those of the great legal lwminaries of
Western Australia does rem]l} suggrest that
we are approaching a season of Christmas
pantomime. I am net aware whether
this Bill is a proposal to ask Parliament
to admit any particular men to the
practice of this profession, If so, I musé
object to if.  We are petting too many of
these single-clause Bills introduced by
private members. I should like to see
the Government take a firmer stand in
connection with this practice. We are
rohning  very great risk in  allowing
these little private Bills with single
clauses, that may prove most inimical to
the best interests of the colony, to slip
through the Legislature. There is, how-
ever, no monopoly in the world that is
surronnded with so much wunearned
privilege as the legal profession. No man
has higher respect for the administration

of justice than I, but why is it that men of !

average intelligence, whom we meet in
knocking about the world, have such an

wbsolute dread and terror of going near a

law court for fear they will be robled?

" this Bill will be this.
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secomd reading.

The law courts of the present dav are no
places for the poor man. It iswell-known
to members in this House that there is
no work of art which can conceal services
rendered and exhibit the arts of construe-
tion so well as a lawyer’s bill of costs.
I hope the lay members of the House
will face the question, nnd that they will
support this measure in the interests of
the whole community. By doing so they
will be letting it go forth_-and the ex-
pression of their opinion is bound to have
an educational infuence on the people—
that,in their opmion, the avenues by which
men cun enter on a cateer for securing
the administration of justice to their
fellow men shall be made more easy of
aceess, uird that they shall not be blocked
with the inscription “None but the rich
can enter here.” The expression of such
an opinion by the lay members of this
House would do an lumlloyed good to the
eountry. At present there is no hide-
hound monopoly on earth so surrounded
by legalised extortion as the legal pro-
fession.

Mr. HUBBLE (the Cascoyne):
mean to oppose this Bill. I do not think
any one should be allowed to enter the
legal profession here without first show-
ing his papers and proving that he has
passed the proper examinations. Vietoria
would have been pleased to reciprocate
with this colony so as to get rid of her
surplus stock, but she cannot send her
solicitors to this colony now. I do not
approve of any Bill being brought for-
ward by which people who have gone
through a term of office without going
through the proper legal examinations
can he admitted to the profession.

Mr. EWING (the Swan): Every man
who has a proper qualification, and who
has served the proper term of appr entice-
ship as required in the legal profession,
should be admitted, provmded he is a fit
and proper person n other respects to
practise here. New Zealanders, up to
1882, were admitted in this colony hecause
they had served the required term of
articles and had passed the examinations
here required. They had to do the same
as a Western Australian boy had to do,
or has to do at the present time. Conse-
quently we admitied them, and because T
have done those things I was admitted to
practise in this country. But theeffect of
Articles have been
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abolished in New Zealand.  We know that
the standard of examinations in New Zea-
land is not high, and we are asked to admit
men who have neither passed the high
examinations we have passed, nor yet
served any term of apprenticeship at all.
I admitted to the gentlemen who desired
this legislation that, in the case of two
gentlemen who came over here, they were
entitled to some consideration ; hut when
I got a letter from the author of the Bill,
telling me that if the Bill was blocked by
the Atforney General and other legal
gentlemen in the House -1 never showed
the letter to the Attorney General, and I
am glad to hear his opinion withont his
heing prejudiced by having scen the letter
—rthat if the Bill did not go throwgh
the House he would get some of the
liberal members to introduce a Bill fe
wipe away legal qualifications cntirely,
and enable any one to do legal work, if T
had any doubt in my mind before that,
I determined at once that I was not going
to be subjected to any threat like that,
and that I would not be dictated to. I
say that the Bill is unjust to the legal
practitioners or to any West Australian
boy who has to serve articles and pass an
examination hefore he is admitted.

Me. QUINLAN (Toodyay): I intend
to support the Bill as introduced. T be-
lieve 11 the sentiment expressed by the
hon. member for Geraldton (Mr. Sump-
son), that West Australia should opeu its
doors and its arins too, to everyone of our
colour. We cannot class these people
as Chinamen. Some members of the
legal profession in this colony are not all
that might be desired. I was present
when the Legal Practitioners Act was
passed, and I then expressed myself as
opposed to it. The provision made in the
Bill before the House, that persons should
have been practising as solicitors for ten
years, is quite sufficient. I think such
persous would be qualified in law, and if
they are not, then they will not he a
success, and no lawyer in the colony need
fear such competition.

Mg. CONOLLY (Dundas): Certainly
there is a great deal in what the hon.
member for Geraldton has said. I think
it is a benefit to alt classes, so far as
possible, to destroy any possibility of a
monopoly in whatever class itmay he;
but I do not think, in so doing, it would
be beneficial to lower the grade. It
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second reading.

appears to me that if we admit solicitors
coming from New Zealand who have
been admitted to the bar in their
own colony on lower qualifications
to those under which solicitors are ad-
mitted in Western Australia, that, in a cer-
tain degree would be lowering the grade
of the legal profession here. I think
there would be no ohjection to admitting
solicitors from New Zealand, provided
they had passed an examination and have
qualifications in any degree equal to
those required for admussion in this
coleny ; but, knowing as I do, and as we
have been told this evening, that the legal
practitioners of New Zealand are admt-
ted to the bar under lower gnalifications
than those in force here, I do not think
it desirable to allow these practitioners to
be admitted free to practise in Western
Axustralia.

Mz. Ewrve: Under the present Act
we admit them now, providing their
qualifications are equal.

Me. HIGHAM (inreply): In New Zea-
land, practitioners are admnitted after an
examination in general knowledge of the
law, and they have to go through an
apprenticeship which to all intents and
purposes is equivalent to five years’
service under the Western Australian
law.

Tue PreMier: Ls there reciprocity ?

Mr. HIGHAM : There is reciprocity.

with the exception that a Western
Australian  solicitor going to New
Zealand would have to pass some

examination in general knowledge of
the law as locally practised.

Mr. Ewing: New Zealand practitioners
are not admitted in anv of the other
Anstralian colonies.

Mz, HIGHAM : The hon. member {or
East Perth (Mr. James) complains that
this Bill is brought forward to remedy a
grievance. But there are very few Bills
which have not a grievance at hottom.
Tt has been said that this is & one-man
Bill. Possibly, when the idea of the
measure was conceived there was one man
behind it. But I can assure the House
that there is now a considerable number
of gentlemen who wish to avail themselves
of the provigions of the Bill. Most of
these gentlemen are fully qualified, and
hold responsible positions in the offices of
solicitors here, who are glad of their ser-
vices, and do not decry their capabilities.
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I am sorry the hon. member for the Swan

{(Mr. Ewing) did not do justice to the
letter to which hereferved, and read it to
the House. It would then have been

found that it simply amounted to thefact

that the law has been simplified in New
Zealand fov the benefit of the general pub-
lic, and that in this matter there is, in
more wavs than one, a practice similar to
that observed under the Torrens Land
Act. * Legal brokers do for half-a-crown
that for which » legal practitioner would
charge anything from two to five guineas.
I am not at all sarprised that the legal
profession in Western Australia should
be jealous of such a system obiaining a
fouting here. It would be for the benefit
of the community as a whole, if -there
were more legislation on the lines of the
Torrens Lund Act, by which land conld
not only be transferred for nothing, but
other legal services rendered at fair, equit-
able prices, instead of the innumerable
suineas now charged by legal practitioners.
1 hope hon. members will regard the Bill
From an unbiassed pont of view for the
benefit of the community as » whole, and
not from the jealous standpoint of the
legal profession. The Bill provides that
gentlemen admitted shall have all neces-
sarv qualifications, so that there remains
no objection to their being allowed to
practise at the bar.

Question put, and division taken with
the following resnlt :—-

Ayes ... 10
Noes ... n
Majority against ... 1
AYES. [ i Boes.
Mr. Higham Sir John Forrest
Mr, Leake | Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Locke Mr. Harper
Mr. Morgans Mr, Hunssell
Mr, Qats Mr. Hubble
Mr. Quinlan Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Sholl \ Mr, Qlihom
Mr. Simpsoti ; Mr. Pennefather
Mr. Solemon i Mr. Piesse
Mr. Woad (Telier), J Mr.

. Venn
Mr. Ewiug {Tetler).
Question thus negatived.

REGISTRATION OF FIRMS BILL,
SECOND READING.

Mr. JAMES (East Perth), in moving
the second reading, said: This Bill

has already been passed by the Legisla-

tive Council. A great deal of difficulty
exisis at present in ascertaining the names
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of those who are associated together in a
business firm, and one of the objects of
the Bill is to prevent o man’s name being
used by a firm for the purpose of suggest-
ing to anyone dealing with that firm that
this man is connected with the firm, and
thus to obtain credit which would not
otherwise be given, through the use of a
well-known name.  Very often a firm
exists, the members of which are not
known,and you suddenly find, on demand-
ing payment of a debt, that an individual
whom you believed to be still connected
with the firm has retired vears ago. This
Bill provides for the registration of the
name of the firm, the nature of the
business carried on, the place or places
where the business is carried on, and the
full name, usual residence, and other
occupation (if any) of the person or
persons carrying on or intending to
carry on the hnsiness. The Bill has
been introduced for the purpose of
gimplifying the law and facilitating busi-
ness as wmuch as possible. Tt is in
operation in South Australia. It was
introdnced by a geotleman of Perth a
couple of sessions ago, and T think met
with the approval of the House. I
believe it bhas commended itself to the
Chamnbers of Commerce of Perth and
Fremantle, and will be found very useful
in practice, and will serve the end of men
engaged in commergial pursnits gener.
ally.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hoa,
R. W. Pennefather) : I beg to support
the second reading of the Bill. Ii is
nuthing more nor less than a Bill to
enable a person to understand with whom
he is dealing. Persons in trade take
fancy names, to deceive the public who
trade with them. A neusure of this
description has been in operation in Vie-
toria for six vears, and it has worked
adlmirably.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMERT.

The House adjourned at 1130 p.m.
until the next day.




